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News from Pastor Matt 

Where were you this time last year? What 
were you doing? What hopes did you have for 
2019? 

 

Just over a year ago, I sat reading my Bible and 
praying about where we might journey togeth-
er as a church family. As I read, a verse jumped 
out at me. “We love because he first loved us” 
(1 John 4:19). In so many ways, this verse sums 
up the beautiful simplicity of the gospel. And 
so, I’ve attempted to let these words from 
John be our guide over this last year. 
 

In our relationship with God, it is God who ini-
tiates. We can only be what we are because 
God first imagined us. God first spoke the uni-
verse into being by the power of his Word. 
God first made human beings in his image, to 
thrive and flourish in this good world. Before 
we ever turned to God, God first pursued us. 
Before we ever understood our own sinful-
ness, God first forgave us. Before we even 
knew we needed salvation, God first saved us. 
We can only know the love of God because 
God first loved us. 
 

While there are many ways we can see the 
love of God, we see God’s love most of all in 
Jesus Christ. In Jesus, God has made his love 
visible to the world. John and his fellow Apos-
tles were eyewitnesses to Christ’s coming—his 
teaching, his healing, his dying, and his resur-
rection. John reminds us that in Jesus we have 
real, tangible evidence of God’s love for us.  
 

The reality of this love means a few things for 
me. First of all, it means my life should be a 

joyous shout! proclaiming God's love to any-
one and everyone. Just as John and his friends 
were willing to testify to the world about 
God’s love in Christ, so I also should be a vocal 
testimony to God’s love. Just as the Father 
sent the Son to proclaim good news to the 
world—and just as Jesus then sent his disciples 
to proclaim that same news to others—so now 
my life is one of sent-ness. God tells me to 
“shout from the rooftops” the good news of 
Jesus. 
 

Second, God’s love has the effect of giving me 
confidence and hope as I think about facing 
God after death. On that final day, when all 
people give account to their Maker, I can rest 
knowing that I am accepted as God’s child—
without condition, without question. Because 
of Christ’s sacrifice on my behalf, I need never 
fear the judgment of God. On the Son my sins 
were laid. Jesus paid it all. 
 

And thirdly, I should share God’s love with oth-
ers in real and tangible ways. The great Chris-
tian writer, Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) 
put it this way: “What does love look like? It 
has the hands to help others. It has the feet to 
hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to 
see misery and want. It has the ears to hear 
the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what 
love looks like.” 

 

We can, and should, do all these things be-
cause God first loved us. It’s 
been my hope that you would 
continue to grow in your under-
standing of God’s love and 
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Diaconate News 

Where did the fall go?  It seems that it just started and now it has become history. Don’t 

get me wrong, I like the four seasons but would prefer to avoid the snow blowing and 

shoveling. 

 

It has been great for the past months as we have had many new people come to be part 

of this Church family.  They have taken part in many events including the children’s car-

nival, trunk n’ treat, bible study, meals at church, open mic night and many other pro-

grams.  We thank God for them all and pray for them as they travel through their Chris-

tian life. 

 

The Diaconate has not been real active in recent months due to the church body working 

on going to a one board type of system. Need to figure out where it will fit in the scheme 

of things. The Diaconate have been continuing to work with Pastor Mat and to help those 

in need.  

 

As we enter the advent season may we remember reason why God sent his only son for 

our salvation. A celebration of the birthday of a King. Sometimes we get caught up in the 

festivities of the season, time slips away and we forget the real reason for the season. Re-

member to stop and give God our father thanks for the ultimate gift of Jesus our savior. 

 

Our government leaders are struggling with issues at hand. Pray that they will find reso-

lutions for betterment of the people. Remember that God is still in control. 

 

Please let us know if we can be of any help.   

Please check out the following poem on the next page, it has helped in many instances.  

 

Loving grace, 

Dick Soucier, Deacon 
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Diaconate News (Cont.) 

Author Unknown 
 

Sometimes life seems hard to bear, 

Full of sorrow, trouble and woe 

It’s then I have to remember 

That it’s in the valleys I grow. 

 

If I always stayed on the mountain top 

And never experienced pain, 

I would never appreciate God’s Love 

And would be living in vain. 

 

I have so much to learn 

And my growth is very slow, 

Sometimes I need the mountain tops, 

But it’s in the valleys I grow. 

 

I do not always understand 

Why things happen as they do. 

But I am very sure of one thing. 

My Lord will see me through. 

 

 

 

My little valleys are nothing 

When I picture Christ on the cross 

He went through the valley of death; 

His victory was Satan’s loss. 

 

Forgive me Lord, for complaining 

When I’m feeling so very low. 

Just give me a gentle reminder 

That it’s in the valleys I grow. 

 

Continue to strengthen me, Lord 

And use by life each day 

To share your love with others 

And help them find their way. 

 

Thank you for valleys, Lord 

For this one thing I know 

The mountain tops are glorious 

But it’s in the valleys I grow! 
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Trustee News 

How fast does the year go by...although time doesn’t really change it sure does feel like 

it’s getting faster and faster.  

 

Church Project Update: 

• All interior and exterior back signage has been complete. 

• We are in the middle of approving the proposal received for the main front sign which 

will be built during the winter months to be installed in the spring. We just need to 

wait for the upcoming special business meeting on December 8th to vote on the pro-

posed amount.   

• We have approved and secured a contractor to build the front stairs and platforms, we 

were hoping for the project to be completed before snow hits the ground.  

• Same contractor is projecting bathroom renovation for during the winter months, we 

are just awaiting the proposal. 

 

Financial Update: 

The market value on our Putnam investments increased the past quarter by $7k. As for 

our main investment through BNH, due to sale of shares this quarter to cover costs there 

was a large decrease but due to the total year increases the overall decrease was $15k 

verses the $75k. God has been very faithful with blessing us over the past years. We are 

trying very hard to be good stewards with the money he has bestowed upon us.  

 

Thank You: 

The Trustees would like to thank all those who have been very committed to both serving 

our church body and the community. Other than God it takes a family to reach the many 

and to do God’s work. If you have served as leadership, volunteered at various events, 

committees, and during service on Sundays, etc. or even a financial supporter, a huge 

thank you for all your selfless generosity, God Bless You!!  

 

We look forward to a new year, and new opportunities even arising as we write this. 

 

Blessings, 

Hannah Harrington, Trustee 
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Quarterly Stats 

Sept 

Benevolence-Missions 

$341 

Communion 

$60 

Tithing/Offering 

$3,054 

*Special IRAQ mission  

Offering  $260.50 

 

Avg Attendance 

Adults 37  

Youth 2  

 

Oct 

Benevolence-Missions 

$268 

Communion 

$92 

Tithing/Offering 

$2,221.60 

 

 

 

Avg Attendance 

Adults 32 

Youth 3 

 

Nov 

Benevolence-Missions 

$534 

Communion 

$58 

Tithing/Offering 

$3,143.25 

 

 

 

Avg Attendance 

Adults 37 

Youth 4 

 

Our small congregation collected 30 filled boxes 

this year and delivered them to the Laconia drop 

off destination.  

 

Bringing joy and the Good News of Jesus to chil-

dren all over the world!  

Last year we started a new tradition. Each Octo-

ber into November we present the Gravy Tree to 

raise funds for gravy packets for our local food 

pantry “Twin River Interfaith Food Pantry” for 

Thanksgiving.  We raised 100 packets. Great job 

everyone!! 
 

Starting Dec 1st look out for the “Reverse Ad-

vent Calendar”, gathering food items each day 

based on the calendar items. Pick up your sheet 

on Sunday. 
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September October November 

Alexandria 1 Andover 1 Belmont   4  Salisbury  1 

Belmont 3 Belmont 4 Boscawen  1  Tilton  6 

Bristol 3 Bristol 4 Concord  1 Unknown  2 

Franklin 65 Concord 1 Franklin  65  

Gilford 1 Franklin 58 Gilford  1  

Northfield 12 Gilford 1 Laconia  1  

Epping & Laconia 2 Northfield 10 Northfield  12  

Tilton 6 Tilton 6 Penacook  1  

Unknown 3 Unknown 6 Raymond  1  

Month Totals:                  96 91 96 

Here are the numbers of families we have served (broken down by town) during the fall 
2019. 

One Heart Mission  

BABY ITEMS 

DISPOSABLE DIAPERS SIZE  

(Newborn to Size 6) 

MOIST WIPES 

BABY WASH 

BABY POWDER 

DIAPER RASH OINTMENT 

FREE PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 

NEW HOURS!!  OPEN 9 AM - 11 AM 

FIRST SATURDAY EACH MONTH 

HYGIENE PRODUCTS 

MOUTH RINSE 

DENTURE CLEANER 

DENTAL FLOSS 

TOOTHPASTE 

TOOTHBRUSH  

DEODORANT  

BAR SOAP 

DISPOSABLE RAZORS 

MEN’S SHAVING CREAM 

CONDITIONER 

HAND/BODY LOTION 

SHAMPOO 

HAND SOAP 

EAR SWABS 

BODY WASH 

BAND-AIDS 

MISC 

TRASH BAGS 

HAND SANITIZER 

SPF 30 SUN SCREEN 

PAPER PRODUCTS 

TISSUES 

 
CLEANING SUPPLIES 

LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

ALL PURPOSE CLEANER 

FLOOR CLEANER 

DYER SHEETS 

DISH DETERGENT 

GLASS CLEANER 
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Library ~ “Read Me”, “Watch Me” Selection 

The Christmas Box by Richard Paul Evans 

Richard Paul Evans originally wrote The Christmas Box as 

an expression of love for his two daughters, never intending 

for it to be published. Many Christmas seasons (and a rich 

publishing contract) later, this touching tale relates the 

meaning of Christmas in a profound but simple way. A 

young family hired as caretakers are welcomed into the 

home of Mary, an ailing widow, just in time for the holi-

days. Unlike most generic Christmas stories, Evans manag-

es to bypass triviality, imbedding these pages with humble 

truth and emotion. This book will cause you to rejoice in 

the blessings of the season. In a season often shrouded in 

selfishness and materialism, Evans reminds the reader that 

the only way that we can genuinely love one another is by 

accepting the greatest gift of love ever given--that of a Fa-

ther who "so loved His children that He sent His son, that 

we might someday return to Him." --Jill Heatherly  

The Christmas Candle ~ Movie by Max Lucado’s 

In 19th-century, deep in the heart of the English countryside 

lies the enchanting village of Gladbury.  A minister's quest to 

modernize his village puts him at odds with people who be-

lieve that whoever lights the candle that an angel touched 

will receive a miracle on Christmas Eve.  

The Nativity Story~ Movie  

Betrothed to much-older Joseph (Oscar Isaac), Mary (Keisha 

Castle-Hughes) must remain a maiden for one year, but she 

subsequently receives a visit from the angel Gabriel, who tells 

her of her destiny. When Joseph and now-heavily pregnant 

Mary journey to Bethlehem for the Roman census, they face a 

threat from King Herod, whose obsession with an ancient 

prophecy endangers soon-to-be-born Jesus  
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Members are encouraged to 

attend but all are welcome to 

join us in God’s work.  

January 22nd 7pm 

Annual Mtg 

There will be a special meeting 

to vote on the front sign and 

discuss the new proposed 

leadership structure. 

• New Front Sign Proposal 

• New Leadership Structure 

December 8th 11:30 am 

Special Mtg 

Upcoming Meetings 

At our last quarterly business meeting it was 

voted in to hire a church consultant. The 1st 

of two meetings with Dr. Bouthillette will be 

held at church on Sunday, December 8th 

at 3pm.  Ice cream will be provided. 
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Upcoming Advent & Christmas 

Community Candlelight Service 

Sunday, December 22nd 

5:00pm 

You are welcome to join us this year in our community can-

dlelight service as we  quietly reflect, pray together, sing and 

simply show support for one another during this joyous time. 

Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 24th 

7:00pm 

Join us as we celebrate the birth of 

Christ Jesus, Emmanuel, Messiah, 

King of kings, Lord of lords.  Peace be 

with you all. 

Advent Schedule 

Advent is a season and time of expectant wait-

ing and preparation for both the celebration of 

the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas and the re-

turn of Jesus at the Second Coming.  

December 1st ~ Candle of Hope 

December 8th ~ Candle of Peace 

December 15th ~ Candle of Joy 

December 22nd ~ Candle of Love 

December 24th ~ The Christ Candle 
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Open Mic Night 

The Carillon 

Also, join us on: 

• Friday, January 17th 

• Friday, February 21st  

 

Free Coffee, singers, musical instruments and karaoke. As we like 

to change things up each event, you will find possibly bake goods, 

hot dogs & chips or other hot meals for sale, and randomly a 

silent auction of new or homemade items. Join us in the fun! 
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Quarterly Dinner 

January 25th 

5pm to 6:30pm 

Cost: $10 a person; $25 for family of 4 
 

Keep an eye out for both our Facebook Invite and Event Notification 

E-mails showing updates on the event and menu items. 

 

If you want to be notified of upcoming events and to receive volun-

teer invites please contact the church office to be added. Even if we 

have your e-mail doesn’t mean we had permission to add you to 

these e-mail distributions so please contact the office to be sure. 

Thank you! 
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Our Church Praise Team practices are 

held 2nd Wednesday at 7pm, each 

month. If you are interested in joining 

please contact Barbara Denault or Pas-

tor Matt Beem. Anyone with musical 

gifts is welcomed!! 

Praise Practice 

Prayer Group 

Thursdays at 6:15pm  

Join us in pray as we pray for our community, 

church family and friends. All are welcome. 

You may pray in silence or openly with others.  

Do you love to eat? Do you like to socialize 

with other men? Thursday morning at 8am 

Men’s Breakfast is a great way to get to 

know one another and have some great food 

all at the same time.  

Bible Study 

Thursday at 6:45pm 

If you are interested in growing deeper into 

God’s Word, grow spiritually, and fellow-

shipping with other Christians, join us 

each Thursday. 

The Carillon 

Thursdays 8am  

At the Soda Shoppe 

Rise & Shine 
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In Loving Memory 

We recently loss a dear sister in Christ. Alice 

Lancaster, 73, died on Tuesday, October 29, 

2019. She was diagnosed with Metastasized 

Breast Cancer September 2017. Alice was 

born Saturday, September 7, 1946  

 

After moving back to NH, Alice joined The 

Baptist Church of Franklin and became a 

member on of the church on May 15, 2016. 

Her commitment and love for God was an in-

spiration to both the church family, and the 

community. She cherished the time leading 

the Women’s Bible Study weekly and leading 

the Board of Christian Education. She loved 

the children and delighted to see them open 

their eyes to the Lord.  

 

Alice leaves behind her loving husband, 

Maynard, her best friend Mal Nixon, many 

family members and friends who feel the loss 

deeply.  We know she’s enjoying her time with 

Christ now.  Please continue your prayers for her family members and loved one as they 

grieve their loss. 
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Pastor’s Hours 

Please Let Us Know! 

If you are an member or regular attendee of the church with a Winter birthday and/or 

anniversary but you don’t see your name or your family member’s name here, please 
contact the church office and let us know! 934-0230 or thebaptist@metrocast.net 

Dec 23 Alice & Maynard Lancaster 

Winter Birthdays 

Page 15 

Winter Anniversaries 

Dec 15 Paige Colburn 

 17  Sandra Martin 

 26 Amy Caswell 

 

Jan 2 Sue Jancetic 

 3 Alexis Desrosiers 

 8 Carol Snow-Asher 

 10 Dick Soucier 

Feb 6 Joan Hinds 

 18 Sara Beem 

 28 Jerry Davis 

 

Pastor Matt is happy to meet with anyone in his office Monday through Thursday 

12:00pm-4:00pm. Please call ahead to be sure he is in the office.  

 

If you need to meet at a different time, Matt will be happy to see you at a time that is 

more convenient. Please simply call the church office to make an appointment. 
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 1st Sunday 

of Advent 

Communion 

Luncheon 

2 3 4 5 Prayer Grp 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

6 7  

One Heart 

Mission 9am 

to 11am 

8 Special BS 

Mtg 11:30am 

Church Con-

sultant 3pm 

9 10 11 

Praise Prac-

tice 7pm 

12 Prayer 

Grp 6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 Prayer 

Grp 6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

20 

Open Mic 

Night 7pm to 

9pm 

21 

22 

Candlelight 

Svc 5pm 

23 24 

Christmas 

Eve Svc 7pm 

25 

Merry 

Christmas 

26  

No prayer or 

bible study 

this week 

27 28 

29 30 31     

December 2019 
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 Prayer Grp 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

3 4  

One Heart 

Mission 9am 

to 11am 

5 

Communion 

Luncheon 

6 7 8 

Praise Prac-

tice 7pm 

9 Prayer Grp 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 Prayer 

Grp 6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

17 

Open Mic 

Night 7pm to 

9pm 

18 

19 20 21 22 

Annual Meet-

ing 7pm 

23 Prayer 

Grp 6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

24 25 

Quarterly 

Dinner 5pm 

to 6:30pm 

26 27 28 29 30 Prayer 

Grp 6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

31  

January 2020 
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

One Heart 

Mission 9am 

to 11am 

2 

Communion 

Luncheon 

3 4 5 6 Prayer Grp 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 

Praise Prac-

tice 7pm 

13 Prayer 

Grp 6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 Prayer 

Grp 6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

21 

Open Mic 

Night 7pm to 

9pm 

22 

23 24 Board & 

Committee 

reports due to 

office 

25 26 27 Prayer 

Grp 6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45 pm 

28 29 

February 2020 



 

 

PO Box 306 

21 Church Street 

Franklin, NH 03235  

  

603-934-0230 

thebaptist@metrocast.net 

Job 37:6-10 

 
6 He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,’ 

    and to the rain shower, ‘Be a mighty downpour.’ 

7 So that everyone he has made may know his work, 

    he stops all people from their labor. 

8 The animals take cover; 

    they remain in their dens. 

9 The tempest comes out from its chamber, 

    the cold from the driving winds. 

10 The breath of God produces ice, 

    and the broad waters become frozen.  

Visit Our website!!

Thebaptistchurchoffranklin.com 

Newsletter


