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But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once 
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy.  1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV) 

 

The gospel is both challenging and encouraging. In this passage, Peter offers us 
encouragement while also presenting some subtle challenges to our modern life. 

 
Peter’s vision of the Church first challenges our modern cult of hyper-individualism. 
We are taught from the time we are young that we are free to chase after our own 
individual pursuits. While freedom is a great blessing, there is an underlying 
assumption that it is the individual who constitutes the most fundamental building 
block of our society. To this, Peter says “No.” Far greater than my own individualism is 
my inclusion in a new community, the Church.  

 
And even if we are not caught up in the cult of hyper-individualism, we often find our 
identity in communities that are temporary and finite: the family who raised us, our 
school, our workplace, or as fans of our favorite sports team. These are all good. But 
none of them will last into eternity. Even the nation in which we live is temporary. 
Only the Church will survive. Here again, the gospel challenges us to find our identity 
in being members of “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God.” 

 
But while challenging, the gospel is also encouraging. “Once you were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.” Those who are in Christ have received great mercy. Freed from the 
enslavement of past sin, and released into a glorious destiny, we are people with a 
living hope. 

 
As you peruse the pages of this newsletter, remember: What we do today as the Church 
is just the beginning. Our sincere and generous offerings before God may at times be 
faltering and incomplete. But through it all, we “are being built into a spiritual house to 
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ” (2:5). Be encouraged, your future is bright! 
 

Pastor Matt 

PASTOR’S NOTE 



 

 

 

Human beings were created to worship God and bring him glory. Because of this, worship is 

at the very heart of the Christian life. I am still so grateful we are able to worship together in 

person. Attendance continues to be healthy. In fact, at the time of this writing, we had at 

least eleven guests with us at worship last Sunday!  

 

Our live stream on Facebook continues to serve those who have chosen to worship from 

home. Please continue to pray for those who are not physically with us, and make every ef-

fort to reach out and keep them connected.  

 

In our latest news, the church has approved some money to create a position of music lead-

er. We will be prayerfully proceeding in our search for a gifted individual who can lead us in 

song. Please keep this process lifted up in prayer, 

 

Pastor Matt 

Worship Team Leader 
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Pastor Matt  

Our growth ministries exist to bring Christians to full maturity throughout all stages of life 

and spiritual development. Our Thursday evening adult Bible study is still meeting regularly. 

I have also continued having a few one-on-one meetings with Church members who are in-

terested in learning more about the scriptures. For those who wish to meet with me, I’m al-

ways available. Sara Beem is hosting a women’s gathering, currently studying Max Lucado’s 

Anxious for Nothing.  

 

Our nursery is open and available for any parents or caregivers who need to use it during 

service. I would encourage any of our church family who bring children to service to consider 

taking a turn serving in our nursery (please see me first if you are new to this). Activity bags 

for kids are still available for those who prefer to remain in service (thank you Angela Living-

stone for assembling this great resource). 

 

We continue to pray for a new Growth team leader. We are praying for someone who has a 

strong Christian background, integrity of character, administrative gifts, and understanding 

of discipling both children and adults. Please continue to pray for this person! Thank you for 

your support. 
 

Pastor Matt 

Interim Growth Team Leader 
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Becky Savage 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

The BCF Connection Team is all about “Making more and better followers of Jesus Christ”, by loving-

ly and respectfully keeping us all connected. 

 

 As you all know, relationships are especially important and staying in touch is a big part of relation-

ships. My goal is to keep us communicating in loving and respectful ways, not only among members 

but with everyone in our community. 

 

I have used our leadership guideline to help in sorting out and designating duties. 

 

Functional - Staying in touch with as many people as possible, getting to know our members as well 

as any visitors to the church. How? By: 

Greeting – A smiling face is the first step to a beautiful relationship.  

 

Focused – Looking for ways to encourage people to want to be followers of Christ. To share ideas or 

to just connect with one another with a phone call or text. Relationships are particularly important to 

make more and better followers of Christ. How? by: 

 

Volunteering – encouraging people, by showing interest in volunteering and volunteering myself to 

get to know people. When we know people, we connect better. 

 

Flexible – Not everyone has the same schedules or willingness to come to the church. This is where 

being out in the community helps those connections happen. How? By: 

 

Walk abouts in the community – Any and all outings are bound to put you in a position to give some-

one a smile and a listening ear, which can lead to the beginning of a wonderful conversation. 

 

For Record: 

The community inside and outside the church has been a focus this month.  

 

We are ‘mapping’ Franklin to get an idea of what the people of Franklin say about how our faith-

based community can help. Franklin has been changing very quickly over the last few years and we 

hope it will be insightful. I believe that it may be prudent to do this ‘checkup’ on our communities on 

a regular basis from time to time. People change, their needs may change, but remember. 

Hebrews 13:8 

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 Goals: 

• Update volunteer’s signup sheets. On-going. 

• Continuing to send greeting cards. On-going. 

• Getting to know people in our church and community. On-going 

• Setting up hospitality table. 

• Pray. On-going. 
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Lent 

 

Lent is a period of 40 days leading up to Easter Sunday. It is a time to practice self-

examination and repentance in order to prepare for Christ’s victory over the powers of 

sin and death. Lent is also associated with Christ’s 40 days of temptation in the wilder-

ness, and many Christians find it helpful to practice the biblical discipline of fasting. 

We fast when we give up some earthly pleasure and replace it with prayer, scripture, 

and worship. Just as we prepare for any major life event, such as marriage or gradua-

tion, so we prepare to celebrate the awesome gift of God in Jesus’ death and resurrec-

tion.    

Blanket of Clouds 

By Deborah Ann 

Lord, thank You for the blanket, 
of clouds today . . . 

they are helping to melt 
all the snow away. 

The temperature is rising, 
it’s almost above freezing 
and now to my comforter 

I’ll not have to be squeezing. 

It still is cold outside, 
but, for now I am thankful 

all the snow is thawing 
even though it’s beautiful. 

I know Winter  just began, 
but, I still can’t wait for Spring 

so I’ll be counting the days 
till daily warmth You bring. 

Lord, thank You for the blanket, 

of warming clouds today . . . 

as to its melting all the snow 

I say hallelujah and hooray!  

Good morning Spring, 
I’m so glad you’re here 
with the sweet melodies 

you sing into my ear. 

I am so thankful, 
for your sunny rays 

for the fragrant blooms 
you drift along my way. 

Good morning Spring, 
I have missed you so 
thank you for easing 
winter’s every woe. 

Thank you for leaving, 
a carpet of warmness 
for letting me soak up 

your peaceful calmness. 

Good morning Spring, 

I’m so glad God sent you 

for you are the season 

He uses to renew! 

Good Morning Spring 

By Deborah Ann 
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December January February 

Alexandria 1 Belmont 4 Belmont 4 

Belmont 4 Franklin 12 Boscawen 1 

Bristol 1 Tilton 1 Franklin 27 

Franklin 28   Manchester 1 

Northfield 3   Northfield 5 

Tilton 2   Tilton 3 

Month Totals:                  39 17 41 

Here are the numbers of families we have served (broken down by town) during the 
Fall 2020 months. Due to COVID-19 the number of families served have been lower 

than prior to COVID-19 but we are happy to continue to serve those in need. 

One Heart Mission 

BABY ITEMS 

DISPOSABLE DIAPERS SIZE  

(Newborn to Size 6) 

MOIST WIPES 

BABY WASH 

BABY POWDER 

FREE PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 

NEW HOURS!!  OPEN 9 AM - 11 AM 
FIRST SATURDAY EACH MONTH 

HYGIENE PRODUCTS 

MOUTH RINSE 

DENTURE CLEANER 

DENTAL FLOSS 

TOOTHPASTE 

TOOTHBRUSH  

DEODORANT  

BAR SOAP 

DISPOSABLE RAZORS 

MEN’S SHAVING CREAM 

CONDITIONER 

HAND/BODY LOTION 

SHAMPOO 

HAND SOAP 

EAR SWABS 

BODY WASH 

BAND-AIDS 

MISC 

TRASH BAGS 

HAND SANITIZER 

SPF 30 SUN SCREEN 

PAPER PRODUCTS 

TISSUES 

 
CLEANING SUPPLIES 

LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

ALL PURPOSE CLEANER 

FLOOR CLEANER 

DYER SHEETS 

DISH DETERGENT 

GLASS CLEANER 
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“Read Me” Selection 

Hiking Through by Paul Stutzman 

Stutzman, a former restaurant manager and now first-

time author, has rendered an engaging account of his 

dramatic response in the traumatic aftermath of loss. 

After the devastating loss of his wife to cancer, Stutz-

man was challenged to hike the entire 2,176 miles of the 

Appalachian Trail in search of peace and a renewed 

sense of purpose. Stutzman met fascinating and funny 

people along the way. What he learned during the next 

four months changed his life---and could change yours 

as well!   

Having a Mary Spirit ~ by Joanna Weaver   

We long to serve God with grace and strength, to re-

flect Christ in every word and action. Yet we find our-
selves continually struggling to bring that vision to life 
in our daily walk. At the very core, every one of us is a 

"twisted sister" within whom the flesh and spirit battle 
constantly for control. We are afflicted with spiritual 

schizophrenia, the disconnect between our "good girl" 
desire to put Jesus first and our "bad girl" realities 
that crowd our thoughts and push him out of the 

way.  

This author directs your gaze past your own short-

comings to the God who stands ready, willing, and 
able to make a new woman out of you. She equips 
you with biblical insights and practical tools to part-

ner with Christ, inviting him into the hidden places of 
your soul and giving him full permission to redeem 

and renovate.   

There are many great books on the shelves for great reading pleasure. Also DVD's to 

watch...come check the library out!! 

 

Alys Martinson, Librarian  
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Upcoming Events & Mtgs 

Quarterly Stats 

Dec 
Missions 

$435 

Communion 

$70 

Tithing/Offering 

$2,875.89 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults  25 
Youth  2 

 

Jan 

Missions 

$185 

Communion 

$102 

Tithing/Offering 

$4,440.02 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults 17 
Youth 2 

Feb as of 2/25/21 

Missions 

$153 

Communion 

$140 

Tithing/Offering 

$2,774.99 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults 23 
Youth 2 

April 25th after Service 

Everyone is welcome to join us. Members 

are encouraged to attend. Please 

remember that only Active Members can 

vote on items. 

BUSINESS MEETING 

June 12th 9am to 2pm 

Come see if we have what you are 

looking for. All proceeds are to 

YARD SALE 
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Due to COVID-19 the men’s 

breakfast at the Soda Shoppe has 

been put on hold until further 

notice. Please check back in the 

Summer. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Adult Bible Study is at 6:45pm. Use this 

time to not only get to know one 

another but also dig deeper into God’s 

word.   

 

BIBLE STUDY 

9am to 11am -  Serve your 

community by volunteering at our 

next One Heart Mission. 

1ST SATURDAY EACH MONTH 

ONE HEART MISSION 

The next Women’s Fellowship will be Saturday, 

March 13th at 10am. Come join us as we follow a  

study on “Anxious for Nothing.” 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
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Please Let Us Know! 

If you are a member or regular attendee of the church with a Spring birthday and/or 
anniversary but you don’t see your name, please contact the church office and let us 
know! 934-0230 or thebaptist@metrocast.net 

Mar Pastor Matt 1 

 Joe Keniston 1 

 Caylee Livingstone 14 

 Brian Colburn 19 

Apr Amanda Huckins 14 

 Joan Brouillard 14 

May Jodi Desrosiers 6 

 17 Jason Caswell 

 23 Walter Bjorck 

 28 Cheri Walsh 

 31 Betty Poitras 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Apr 14 Walter & Darnelle Bjorck 

 27 Steve and Barbara Denault 

 29 Jason & Amy Caswell 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

March 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

5 6 One 

Heart 

Mission 

9am to 

11am 

7 8 9 10 11 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

12 13 

Women’s 

Fellow-

ship 10am 

14 

Daylight 

savings 

15 16 17 18 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

26 27 

28 

Palm  

Sunday 

29 30 31    
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

April 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

2 

Good  

Friday 

3 One 

Heart 

Mission 

9am to 

11am 

4  

Easter             

Sunday 

5 6 7 8 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

23 24 

25 

Quarterly 

Business 

Mtg  

26 27 28 29 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

30  
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

May 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 One 

Heart 

Mission 

9am to 

11am 

2 3 4 5 6 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 

Bible 

Study 

6:45pm 

28 29 

30 31      



 

 

PO Box 306 

21 Church Street 

Franklin, NH 03235  

  

603-934-0230 

thebaptist@metrocast.net 

 

Pastor Matt is happy to meet with anyone 

in his office Monday through Thursday 

12:00pm-4:00pm. Please call ahead to 

be sure he is in the office.  

 

If you need to meet at a different time, 

Matt will be happy to see you at a time 

that is more convenient. Please simply 

call the church office to make an appoint-

ment. 

Visit Our website!!

Thebaptistchurchoffranklin.com Spring 2021 
Newsletter 

Pastor’s Hours 

SPRING’S ESSENCE 

Spring’s beauty is indeed a wondrous sight 

highlighting the supreme Designer’s best: 

flowers bloom; daffodils, tulips delight 

as vegetables abound for blest harvest 

hibernating animals shake strength’s might 

birds flutter... 


