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Amazing Grace 
 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 

 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come;’ 

Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my Shield and Portion be, 

As long as life endures. 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess, within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 
The sun forbear to shine; 
But God, who called me here below, 

Will be forever mine. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 
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News from Pastor Matt 

Solomon Asks for Wisdom (1 Kings 3:1-15) 

 

King Solomon was the third king of Israel, be-

loved son of King David. Though he was consid-

ered by many to be the greatest and wisest king 

who ever lived, Solomon did not start out that 

way. Solomon had several missteps as he grew 

accustomed life as a grown man and leader of his 

people. Just like anyone else, Solomon needed 

God’s wisdom to accomplish the task before him. 

In 1 Kings 3, we see the need for wisdom and the 

nature of wisdom. 

 

The Need for Wisdom 

 

Simply put, we need wisdom. We cannot do this 

on our own. Though we may attempt to live our 

lives according to our own limited understand-

ing, we eventually discover we need help. Solo-

mon was no different. He started his early adult-

hood the way many do, by getting married, build-

ing a home and starting his career. 

 

But in order to do so, Solomon made several 

choices that did not honor God. He formed an 

alliance with Egypt, which had been forbidden 

by God (Deut. 17:16). To do this, he married 

Pharaoh’s daughter, a foreigner, also forbidden 

(Deut. 7:3-4). We are told Solomon obeyed many 

of the Lord’s commandments, “except that he 

offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high 

places.” Three strikes, and he’s out. 

 

The Nature of Wisdom 

 

Fortunately, Solomon recognizes he needs help. 

One evening after sacrificing at the high places, 

God appears to the king. “Ask for whatever you 

want me to give you,” the Lord says to Solomon. 

And Solomon doesn’t miss a beat. “Your servant 

is here among the people you have chosen, a 

great people, too numerous to count or number. 

So give your servant a discerning heart to govern 

your people and to distinguish between right and 

wrong.” 

 

A discerning heart. This request harkens back to 

the most famous prayer in all of Judaism, the 

shema. “Hear (shema) O Israel, the Lord your 

God, the Lord is one.” This prayer is a reminder 

that God’s people are to hear (shema) God’s 

voice, always being attentive to his instructions 

in every area of life. Solomon asks, literally, for a 

heart that will shema. A heart that will listen to 

God in order to distinguish between right and 

wrong according to God’s standards and not our 

own. This is the nature of wisdom. 

 

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 

who gives generously to all without finding fault, 

and it will be given to you. — James 1:5 

 

Incredibly, God has promised to give wisdom to 

any person who asks in faith. The Bible promises 

that God will give his wisdom generously. And 

he will give it without finding fault. Think about 

that for a moment. Of all God’s blessings, there 

is one that is guaranteed no matter who you are 

or what you’ve done. At any moment, in any sit-

uation, God has promised to give you his divine 

wisdom…if you would only ask. 

 

Are you asking God for wisdom? Don’t wait! Do 

it today! See what God will do. 
 

Pastor Matt 
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Leadership Team News 

After much discussion, research, and prayer, our members 

have decided to move to a single-board system of leader-

ship. While our previous structure served our church well 

in the past, it has become evident that a more streamlined 

model might better help us carry out God’s mission in our 

community. I am grateful to all those who have provided 

their support during this time of transition. 

 

My hope is that this new leadership structure will help our 

church leaders be functional, focused, and flexible. 

 

Functional: For any leadership to be effective, it must 

function properly. An automobile without an engine can’t 

go very far, and a church without functional leadership 

can’t carry out God’s mission well. Our leadership team 

will meet regularly, communicate clearly, and serve our 

church members consistently. 

 

Focused: Life is full of distractions. This is true in church 

leadership as much as any other area of life. Our leader-

ship team will stay focused on our church’s mission to 

make more and better followers of Jesus Christ, and avoid 

anything that distracts us from this mission. In addition, 

each team leader may now stay focused on his or her par-

ticular area of ministry to limit neglect or oversight of peo-

ple and issues. 

 

Flexible: The leadership team will meet only as often as is 

necessary to remain functional and focused on the 

church’s mission. Less time sitting in meetings means 

more time doing real ministry. Also, team leaders are now 

free to recruit mature individuals to serve in ministry with-

out the red tape of nominations, elections, or term limits. 

 
 

Our leadership team consists of five members, each of 

whom will focus on one particular area of ministry. I wish 

to extend special thanks to Rebecca Savage, Carlene 

Keniston, Jason Caswell, and Hannah Harrington for 

agreeing to serve in these roles. 

 

Our team leader positions are as follows:  

 

Connection (Rebecca Savage): Christ’s body, the 

Church, is a spiritual family. Just like any family, the 

Church needs to stay connected in love. The Connection 

team leader will work to keep people connected in love. 

This may include connecting church family members with 

one another, as well as connecting new church guests with 

the existing Body. (Galatians 6:10; Hebrews 2:11) 

 

Growth (Carlene Keniston): All Christians are called to a 

life of discipleship, which is the process of growing in ma-

turity to become more like Christ in thought, word, and 

deed. The Growth team leader will work to promote the 

personal growth and maturity of every individual in our 

church family. (Matthew 28:19-20; Colossians 1:28) 

 

Ministry (Jason Caswell): God has given natural and spir-

itual gifts to all Christians, which are to be used for serv-

ing others in various ways. The Ministry team leader will 

work to help every individual in the church discover and 

use his or her gifts, talents, and opportunities to serve oth-

ers. (Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Peter 4:10) 

 

Outreach (Hannah Harrington): The Christian faith has 

never been a purely private affair. The Outreach team 

leader will work to promote the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ to those outside the church. This includes ministries 

that employ acts of mercy and meeting material needs, as 

well as direct and clear forms of preaching and evange-

lism. (Matthew 9:37-38; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15) 

 

Worship (Pastor Matt): Human beings were created to 

worship God and bring him glory. Because of this, wor-

ship is at the very heart of the Christian life. The Worship 

team leader will work to promote a lifestyle of worship in 

the church. (John 4:23-24; Romans 12:1) 

 

Again, I thank each of you at BCF for being open and sup-

portive during this transition! 

 

Individual reports from each team leader will appear in 

future newsletters. 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Matt 
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Missions 

Pray for Ann and Bill Clemmer helping bring health and wellness in the name of Jesus to the people of the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo.  

Ann and Dr. Bill currently reside in the Democratic Republic of the Congo on the Congo-Rwanda border. They 

work with IM partners Heal Africa and IMA World Health. Bill is currently based in Beni; he leads an international 

team of doctors, nurses and technical personnel who are responding to the current Ebola crisis, the largest in Con-

go's history. Ann is based in the town of Goma, 240 km away, where she serves on the Executive Board of Heal 

Africa, advocating for and overseeing educational and relief services to orphans and vulnerable children.  

Bill writes - As we enter our 29th year of overseas service with International Ministries, we only need to look at our 

past… to know that He will walk with us tomorrow.  

I think back to our commissioning service in the summer of 1992 in Green Lake, Wisconsin, with three young chil-

dren and a fourth on the way; never could we have imagined on that memorable day the number of countries that 

God would send us to, the unique challenges and opportunities along the way, and the daily evidence of his abid-

ing presence.  

I’ve gotten used to the fact that I don’t know today what God will ask of us tomorrow, but I do know it will have a 

purpose and it will be part of His plan.  Very little of what they taught in medical school, internship, residency or   

even an MPH program would prepare me for the ever changing roles I have taken on during these past years as a 

doctor in Africa:  rounding on patients (two to a bed),   preparing lessons for med students and nurses in a lan-

guage not of my own,  tracking down the origin of  an unknown disease,  fighting Ebola  in a remote corner of the 

Congo,  setting up emergency clinics in refugee camps in South Sudan,  restructuring a clinic in the mountains of 

Burundi,  or clearing a container of medical supplies across the Kenyan border. Only a surrender of my will and 

trust in His call would prepare us for the task at hand.  

Yes, there have been bumps along the way: evacuating our home in Haiti with an infant and three children never 

to return, two more evacuations in the Congo during prolonged civil wars, scattering our family across three coun-

tries, riots in the street,  gunfire at night, an active volcano behind our house and a methane-imbued lake in front,  

calls for medical assistance over HF radio,  suturing lacerations on our back porch,  a spinal tap on a kitchen table, 

a snake in our bedroom, a band of rebel soldiers at our door…and now a seemingly never-ending outbreak of 

Ebola with thousands of casualties.   These are the some of the memories that have tested our faith.  

His mercies, however, are present each morning and we know the One who holds our future days.  We wouldn’t 

trade this life, these opportunities, these memories for anything. Despite the threats around us we know we are 

never alone.  His provisions in the past and promises for tomorrow …are all the assurance and strength we will 

ever need!  

 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand.        Isaiah 41:10  
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Help for Haiti 

 

Do you have used shoes around that you no longer want? Do you want to donate them to 

a cause?  This is a perfect opportunity to do that. Mountain View Church currently has 

an outreach program called, "Help for Haiti, 5000 Pairs of Shoes Campaign".  We would 

love to help them achieve that goal and help those in need. 

 

Please see the attach information regarding this campaign. It's at no financial cost to you. 

It's just donating those shoes that you normally would get rid of anyhow, “Slightly 

used/almost new”, please no holes or damaged shoes.  

 

We have two boxes located in the Fellowship Hall already waiting for your shoes so if you 

are interested in donating them just drop them off in the boxes. Campaign ends on June 

20th.  

 

If you need an hard copy of the attached pdf we have few available on our information ta-

ble in the back of the Worship Center.   Please see Pastor Matt if you have any questions. 

Thank You! 
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December January February 

Belmont 3 Unknown 4 Unknown 3 

Bristol 1 Belmont 4 Belmont 2 

Franklin 65 Bristol 3 Bristol 1 

Gilford 1 Franklin 49 Hill 1 

Laconia 1 Laconia 1 Franklin 60 

Northfield 5 Northfield 5 Northfield 7 

Tilton 5 Penacook 1 Tilton 10 

  Tilton 4 Gilford 1 

Month Totals:                  81 71 85 

Here are the numbers of families we have served (broken down by town) during the Winter 
2019-2020. 

One Heart Mission  

BABY ITEMS 

DISPOSABLE DIAPERS SIZE  

(Newborn to Size 6) 

MOIST WIPES 

BABY WASH 

BABY POWDER 

DIAPER RASH OINTMENT 

FREE PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 

NEW HOURS!!  OPEN 9 AM - 11 AM 

FIRST SATURDAY EACH MONTH 

HYGIENE PRODUCTS 

MOUTH RINSE 

DENTURE CLEANER 

DENTAL FLOSS 

TOOTHPASTE 

TOOTHBRUSH  

DEODORANT  

BAR SOAP 

DISPOSABLE RAZORS 

MEN’S SHAVING CREAM 

CONDITIONER 

HAND/BODY LOTION 

SHAMPOO 

HAND SOAP 

EAR SWABS 

BODY WASH 

BAND-AIDS 

MISC 

TRASH BAGS 

HAND SANITIZER 

SPF 30 SUN SCREEN 

PAPER PRODUCTS 

TISSUES 

 
CLEANING SUPPLIES 

LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

ALL PURPOSE CLEANER 

FLOOR CLEANER 

DYER SHEETS 

DISH DETERGENT 

GLASS CLEANER 
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Lent 

Lent is a period of forty 

days, not counting Sundays, 

which begins on Ash Wednes-
day and ends on Holy Satur-

day. Lent comes from the Anglo 
Saxon word lencten, which 
means "spring." The forty days 

represents the time Jesus 
spent in the wilderness, endur-

ing the temptation of Satan 
and preparing to begin his 

ministry. 

 

Lent is a time of repentance, 

fasting and preparation for the 
coming of Easter. It is a time of 

self-examination and reflection. In the early church, Lent was a time to prepare new 
converts for baptism. Today, Christians focus on their relationship with God, often 
choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of themselves for others, also 

known as penitential works. Penitence is in preparation for celebrating the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Christians seek a change of heart during Lent in their rela-

tionship with God. 

 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty 
days because each Sunday represents a "mini-
Easter" and the reverent spirit of Lent is tem-

pered with joyful anticipation of the Resurrec-

tion. 

 

This Lent – let it also be a time of “GIVING” to 

those in need.  From February 26th until April 
9th participate in the “40 Days of Giving” right 

here at your church. Pick up your calendar in 
the Library. Please donate each day of Lent the 
specific food item needed, either bring them in 

each week or at the end of the 40 days. Your do-
nations will benefit our local Twin River Inter-
faith Food Pantry. Any questions please see your 

Outreach Leader Hannah Harrington. Thank 

You! 

 

 

Please donate each day of Lent as a reminder 

of the penance we should be doing as we 

prepare for the passion of our Lord. Your 

donations will benefit our local Twin River 

Interfaith Food Pantry. 
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“Read Me”, “Watch Me” Selection 

The Yada Yada Prayer Group by Neta Jackson 

What do an ex-con, a former drug addict, a real estate bro-
ker, a college student, and a married mother of two have in 
common? 

Nothing, or so I thought. Who would have imagined that God 

would make a prayer group as mismatched as ours the clos-

est of friends? I almost didn't even go to the Chicago Wom-

en's Conference--after all, being thrown together with five 

hundred strangers wasn't exactly my comfort zone. But 

something happened that weekend to make us realize we 

had to hang together, and the Yada Yada Prayer Group was 

born! When I faced the biggest crisis of my life, God used my 

newfound Sisters to show me what it means to be just a sin-

ner saved by grace. 

19 Gifts of the Spirit~ by Leslie B Flynn 

CHARISMATIC? YOU CERTAINLY ARE...IF YOU ARE A 
CHRISTIAN AT ALL. 
 
But perhaps not in the way the term is frequently used today. 
Charismata is a Greek word meaning "gifts of grace." It refers 
to the gifts or special abilities given to Christians by the Holy 
Spirit--all the gifts, not just speaking in tongues or miracles or 
healing. 

• What are the 19 gifts? 
• Are they all for today? 
• What is their purpose? 
• How can we discover and put to use our own gifts? 

All of these questions, plus a careful examination of gifts re-
vealed in the Bible, are included in this in-depth study, first 
published in 1974. If you want to know what the Bible says 
about spiritual gifts, this book is for you. 
 
Dr. Leslie Flynn is the former pastor of Grace Conservative 
Baptist Church in Nanuet, New York, where he served for 40 
years. He has written more than 30 books, among them this 
classic and The Twelve. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

Women’s Gathering  

 

March 14th  

10am to 11am 

All are welcome to attend 

The One Heart Mission  

Benefit Fundraiser 

Saturday, April 11th, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Aubuchon Hardware Store 

Help raise funds for personal 

care products and receive 

your egg filled with coupons 

to Aubuchon Hardware Store. 

all to benefit the One Heart 

Mission - who help those that 

in need in our community.  

Come and taste the amazing 

goodies our master bakers 

from our congrega-

tion prepared especially for 

you.   

Don't forget to bring a non-

perishable personal care item 

for our donation box.  You may 

find the items list on page 6 of 

this newsletter 

Coupon Filled Eggs Bake Sale Collection Box 
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Upcoming Events 

The Carillon 

3rd Friday 

Each Month 

Performance sign ups  

First come, First serve 

Free Event 

Light refreshments available 

March 20th, April 17th & May 15th 

7pm to 9pm 
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Upcoming Events 

Fling 
Spring 

Dinner 

April 25th 

5pm to 6:30pm 

Keep your eyes open for more information soon 

regarding menu items.  These will be posted 

both on our website and announcements within 

the next month. 
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Upcoming Events 
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Memorial 

Calling Hours  

Tuesday, March 3rd  
5pm to 7pm  

Thibault-Neun Funeral Home 
143 Franklin St. 

 
Funeral Service  

Wednesday, March 4th  

11am  

The Baptist Church of Franklin.  

There will be a reception to follow. 

Tressa Soucier 
“A Bright Light of Sunshine” 

The White Chariot 
 
During your journey on your final flight home. 
White wings will carry you and you will be flown. 
To the pearly gates of Heaven, where they will 

usher you in. 
 

To the feet of your Lord, your Savior, and your 
friend. He will hold you in his arms and the an-

gels will sing. As another one of His children is 
delivered by white wings. 

 

Unknown Author: Julie Johnson 

In Loving Memory 
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Members are encouraged to attend but 

all are welcome to join us in God’s work.  

April 26th 12:00pm 

Quarterly Mtg 

There will be an Outreach Meeting, those 

involved in any of the Outreach programs 

and events are encouraged to attend. 

Items to be discussed: Outreach principals 

and mapping of our current ministries. 

March 15th 11:30am 

Outreach Mtg 

Upcoming Meetings 

Quarterly Stats 

Dec 
Benevolence-Missions 

$451 

Communion 

$101 

Tithing/Offering 

$2729 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults 38  
Youth 4 

 

Jan 

Benevolence-Missions 

$253 

Communion 

$30 

Tithing/Offering 

$3482 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults 31 
Youth 3 

Feb 

Benevolence-Missions 

$338 

Communion 

$165 

Tithing/Offering 

$2877 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults 30 
Youth 3 
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Our Church Praise Team practices are 

held 2nd Wednesday at 7pm, each 

month. If you are interested in joining 

please contact Barbara Denault or Pas-

tor Matt Beem. Anyone with musical 

gifts is welcomed!! 

Praise Practice 

Prayer Group 

Thursdays at 6:15pm  

Join us in pray as we pray for our community, 

church family and friends. All are welcome. 

You may pray in silence or openly with others.  

Do you love to eat? Do you like to socialize 

with other men? Thursday morning at 8am 

Men’s Breakfast is a great way to get to 

know one another and have some great food 

all at the same time.  

Bible Study 

Thursday at 6:45pm 

If you are interested in growing deeper into 

God’s Word, grow spiritually, and fellow-

shipping with other Christians, join us 

each Thursday. 

The Carillon 

Wednesdays 8am  

At the Soda Shoppe 

Rise & Shine 

 Come and See 



 

 

The Carillon 

Pastor’s Hours 

Please Let Us Know! 

If you are an member or regular attendee of the church with a Spring birthday and/or 
anniversary but you don’t see your name or your family member’s name here, please 

contact the church office and let us know! 934-0230 or thebaptist@metrocast.net 

Apr 27 Steven & Barbara Denault 

 29 Jason & Amy Caswell 

Spring Birthdays 

Page 15 

Spring Anniversaries 

Mar 1 Pastor Matt 

  Joseph Keniston 

 14 Caylee Livingstone 

 19 Brian Colburn 

 

Apr 14 Amanda Huckins 

 

May 6 Jodi Desrosiers 

 17 Jason Caswell 

 31  Betty Poitras 

Pastor Matt is happy to meet with anyone in his office Monday through Thursday 

12:00pm-4:00pm. Please call ahead to be sure he is in the office.  

 

If you need to meet at a different time, Matt will be happy to see you at a time that is 

more convenient. Please simply call the church office to make an appointment. 
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

March 2020 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

Communion 

Sunday 

2 3 4 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

5 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

6 7  

One Heart 

Mission 

9am-11am 

8 9 10 11 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

12 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

13 14 

Women’s 

Gathering 

10am-11am 

15 

Outreach 

Mtg after 

service 

16 17 18 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

19 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

20 

Open Mic 

Night 7pm 

21 

 

22 23 24 25 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

26 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

27 28 

29 

Quarterly 

Dinner 

Planning 

Mtg 12pm 

30 31     
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

April 2020 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

2 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

3 4  

One Heart 

Mission  

9am-11am 

5 

 

6 7 8 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

9 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

10 

 

11 

One Heart 

Fundraiser 

Bake Sale 

10am—2pm 

12 

 

13 14 15 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

16 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

17 

Open Mic 

Night 7pm 

18 

19 20 21 22 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

23 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

24 25 

Spring 

Fling Din-

ner 5pm—

6:30pm 

26 

Quarterly 

Business 

Mtg 12pm 

27 28 29 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

30 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

May 2020 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2  

One Heart 

Mission 

9am-11am 

3 

Communion 

Sunday 

4 5 6 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

7 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

8 9 

Community 

Days 10am—

3pm 

10 11 12 13 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

14 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

15 

Open Mic 

Night 7pm 

16 

17 18 19 20 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

21 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 

Men’s 

Breakfast 

8am 

28 

Prayer 

6:15pm 

Bible Study 

6:45pm 

29 30 

31       



 

 

PO Box 306 

21 Church Street 

Franklin, NH 03235  

  

603-934-0230 

thebaptist@metrocast.net 

Wondrous Spring 

 
Season* of delight  

Wonderfully bright  

Rebirths that excite  

Beauty at its height  

Designed with God’s might. 

  

Days of bloom-cheer  

Plants blossom, dear  

Birds’ chirps are clear:  

“Trust God; don’t fear.”  

 

Bonding times  

Home-meal chimes  

God-hymn rhymes…  

 

Praises!!!  

God bless…  

 

Spring!  

 

*Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every thing there is a sea-

son, and a time to every purpose under the 

heaven. 

Visit Our website!!

Thebaptistchurchoffranklin.com 

Newsletter


