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After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. 
Repent and believe the good news!” - Mark 1:14-15 (NIV) 

 

Many local churches read scripture each Sunday from the lectionary, a 
three-year cycle of readings from the entire Bible. Every Sunday, there is a 
reading from the psalms, the wider Old Testament, the New Testament 
letters, and one of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).  

 

Although I’ve opted to only read our sermon passage each week, I have a 
great appreciation for those churches who read from the lectionary.  

 

Another thing strikes me about traditional lectionary readings: During the 
first three readings, the congregation remains seated. But for the reading of 

the gospel, everyone stands. 

 

While all scripture is God-breathed, there’s a sense of excitement and 

anticipation when the gospels are read in this way. It’s as if to say Here it is! 

Now is the time! Get on your feet and join in God’s great plan of salvation!  

 

You see, for hundreds and hundreds of years, God had been making 
promises. One day the time would come. One day the kingdom would draw 
near. And now, the gospel writers tell us, that kingdom has arrived in 
Jesus. Now, all the promises are being fulfilled. A world in open rebellion to 
God meets its rightful king. Demons are cast out. The blind see. The lame 
walk. The hungry are filled. Those desperate for mercy are given it in 
abundance.  

 

The rest of the New Testament is certainly important. In those later 
writings, Jesus’ early followers worked out the intricacies of what it means 
to trust in Christ. But the gospels—ah, the gospels!—this is where it all 
begins. Without the gospels, all the rest is just wishful thinking. 

 

I’m overjoyed at the thought of journeying with you through the gospel of 
Mark each Sunday. But don’t just hear it. Stand up! Join in! Repent and 
believe in the good news! Allow the Lord of heaven and earth to take your 
life’s story and weave it into His grand story—the story of everything that 
ever was, and ever will be. Amen.  
 

Pastor Matt 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
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Connection Report 

Christ’s body, the Church, is a spiritual family (Gal. 6:10, Heb. 2:11). Just like any family, the 
Church needs to stay connected in love. Our Connection team works to connect members of 
the body with one another, as well as connecting new church guests with the existing Body. 

 

Currently our primary connection ministry is our greeter team. I have been working each 
Sunday to develop a team of people who will welcome people to our church in a way that is 
warm and hospitable. I am grateful to those who are served in this area. 

 

We are prayerfully seeking the right individual to serve as our Connection Team Leader. This 
will be a person who regularly demonstrates the gift of hospitality, with kindness and joy to 
all people. Please contact Pastor Matt or Jason Caswell if you know of anyone in our church 
family who displays these gifts. 

 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Matt 

Outreach Report 

The Christian faith has never been a purely private affair. While every Christian should be 
able to explain the reason for their hope (1 Peter 3:15), some Christians are uniquely 
called to take the initiative in sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with those who are far 
from God (Matt. 9:37-38, Acts 1:8). Our Outreach team works to promote the proclama-
tion of Jesus Christ to those outside the church. 

 

We have had several events this summer that have helped our church interface with those 
in our community—yard sale, craft fair, parking lot carnival, and Vacation Bible School. 
Thank you to all who served in these important ministries.  

 

We are prayerfully seeking the right individual to serve as our Outreach Team Leader. This 
will be a person who regularly demonstrates the gift of evangelism and is known for con-
necting nonbelievers with Christ. Please contact Pastor Matt or Jason Caswell if you know 
of anyone in our church family who displays these gifts. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Matt 



 

 

 

Growth Report 

All Christians are called to a life of discipleship, which is the process of growing in maturity 
to become more like Christ in thought, word, and deed (Matt. 28:19-20a, Col. 1:28). Our 
Growth team works to promote the personal growth and maturity of every individual in our 
church family. 

 

Our primary Growth ministry is our Thursday evening adult Bible study, which will be resum-
ing on September 9 after a summer break. I’m also open to meeting with anyone else who 
wants to grow in their understanding of the Bible and of the Christian life in general.  

 

At the other end of the spectrum, I want to thank those who have helped with our smaller 
children in the nursery during Sunday service, especially Angela Livingstone, Sue Ruesch, 
Paige Colburn, and Sara Beem (forgive me if I missed anyone).  

 

We are hoping in God that some of our summer events will generate interest among our 
neighbors in our children’s Sunday school program. Please join us in praying for God to bring 
in more young people and raise up servants to minister to them. 

 

We are prayerfully seeking the right individual to serve as our Growth Team Leader. This will 
be a person who regularly demonstrates the gift of teaching, and has some understanding 
of how to disciple people across different ages and stages of spiritual development. Please 
contact Pastor Matt or Jason Caswell if you know of anyone in our church family who dis-
plays these gifts. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Matt 

GROWTH  
Page 3 
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Worship Report 

Human beings were created to worship God and bring him glory. Because of this, worship 
is at the very heart of the Christian life (John 4:23-24, Rom. 12:1). The Worship team works 
to promote a lifestyle of worship in the church, especially through Sunday worship ser-
vices. 

 

I am grateful that we are back to worshipping in person, attendance has been healthy, and 
we have had several new visitors! 

 

I want to thank those who have been helping with sound and video during services, name-
ly Brian and Pike Colburn, Barry Livingstone, and Amy and Jason Caswell. 

 

For the first time in at least 50 years, our church has found itself without someone in our 
church family to serve as music leader on Sundays. If this feels strange, it should. This is 
just one more marker of how the ground seems to be shifting beneath our feet. 

 

Although no permanent candidates have materialized, we’ve been blessed to have Benja-
min Crabtree, as well as Rich, Susie, and Carrie Araldi with us on an alternating basis. I am 
overwhelmed at the goodness of God in this. Just look at how He has provided both gifted 
individuals to lead us and the funds to make it possible. Praise God from whom all bless-
ings flow! 

 

If you know anyone who might have the qualifications to be a permanent music leader at 
our church, please see me. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Matt 

WORSHIP 

TRUSTEES 

Amanda Huckins has resigned as Custodian due to medical issues. She has been a faithful 
servant to us for about 2 yrs. and will be greatly missed.  Allison Moffat has excepted the 
position and is working with Amanda through this transition. We welcome Allison and thank 
her for her dedication to our Church. 

Your Trustees 



 

 

 The Baptist Church of Franklin 

Quarterly Business Meeting  

July 25, 2021 

 

Quantum met (5+) 

 

Richard Soucier, Alys Martinson, Cheri Walsh, Barry Livingstone, Amy Caswell, Jason 

Caswell, Sara Peabody/Beem, Matt Beem, Christine Heath, Caden Heath, Cindy Beem 

Judy Levasseur 

 

Pastor opens us in prayer.  

 

Pastors report...we are in a funny place with music let me explain what I mean by that... 

As far as I know with the history of the church always had a musical leader. Barbara 

served for several years as a music director and before that was Ed and Diane who led the 

worship team. Before that was a fellow named Clint Klose he really raised the bar and he 

was also part of the church. Going back before that I am not sure who was the music 

leaders but the church always had church members as leaders. So we are talking about 

the church-going about a quarter of a century or a half a century with an in-house 

church member as a church music leader. So if anybody’s feeling weird about what’s go-

ing on with the music situation it’s because the church has always had somebody in the 

last 25 to 50 years leading the music. So we’ve been praying for someone to lead us in 

music and we’ve had Ben with us every other week and he’s been doing a great job. Last 

week you met Richard and his daughters Susie and Lindsay who have did a great job and 

they will be coming every other week. I’m open to any feedback that you have on that… 

 

They are committed to another church on the second and fourth Sunday so they could be 

with us on weeks one and three during the month. Ben is flexible because he can put in 

the other Sundays. If there is a fifth Sunday Ben could fill in or I could do that week. The 

first thing I looked for was the person and to see if they had a heart for God, not if they 

had a degree in music. These are all wonderful people and they are doing a great job.  

 

Jason says he likes them both although he would like to have them in earlier to go 

through the sound system. I found out afterward that this Mic was on or that Mic was on 
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Business Meeting Minutes Highlights 



 

 

not everything was turned on so it wasn’t shared with the iPad so the Facebook people 

weren’t getting the music.  

 

Pastor said, I think it would be a good idea for them to come in early so we can go 

through some technical stuff and make sure all the equipment is working properly.  

 

Of course, we are praying that someone in our church family could lead the church music 

hopefully somebody will come along eventually but until then we can continue with Ben 

and Rich. I have explained this to Rich and Ben that someday that may happen if we get 

new members and someone can lead the service in music as a church member that that 

may happen in the future.  

 

Next item... 

 

Church membership we have a small group interested in becoming church members.  

 

Last item... 

 

The last thing is the church leadership positions again. We have five leadership positions 

right now we have three open. The three are connections, growth, and outreach. So we 

are certainly hoping those roles will be filled. Give you an idea of what we look for I think 

of two things gifting and maturity… so gifting is if the person is gifted in that area like 

connections would be hospitality who would always be warm and friendly smiling. Some-

one gifted with being a people person. When you are around this person you just know 

you are welcome. Now growth would be our discipleship Ministries…who has a knowledge 

of the bible but more than bible knowledge but who live that we look at and we say I want 

to live like you. They live a life of wisdom and they can say I live my life like this to follow 

Jesus. Come alongside me…that is all part of growth. The last one is outreach connecting 

nonbelievers with Jesus. Also, the bible calls for spiritual maturity.  When you’re a leader 

things can come up and things can be stressful so you have to be able to deal with stress-

ful situations and to with them in a mature manner. So that’s what we’re hoping and 

praying for. We certainly want people to fill these positions. My advice is let's not rush 

God and pray that they will be filled when the time is right. Right now we are a small 

group and we have about 30 to 35 people on a Sunday. They say the rule of thumb is to 

have one leader for every ten people.  
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Barry brought up that all the other positions are being done by others like trustees and 

bookkeepers, etc… The pastor agreed that without all the faithful people doing all the jobs 

things would not get done.  

 

Barry asked how do you feel?  

 

The pastor replied saying that he feels pretty well he’s been trying to take this summer 

Focus on my health. 2020 was a major burnout year for a lot of people with positions like 

mine. For the first three years of being at this church I did not read very much which isn’t 

very healthy for a Pastor so this year I’ve been trying to read more and do more studies. 

 

Cheri spoke next about having one new member since our last meeting Breanna Hollis.  

 

Also, we voted on the pastor's health insurance with out-of-pocket expenses. Those are 

the only two things from the last meeting we have no unresolved issues.  

 

Nothing from Richard… 

 

Barry tells us about Amanda filling in a part-time custodian and Elisabeth doing the 

hours that Amanda can not do.  Amanda is still recovering from surgery can only work 

partial duty.   

 

Gas lines have been put in have been bought they have arrived and they will be installed 

mid-August. We don’t have an exact date yet but we will be without water for one day I 

am being told. I do not know what day that will be I’m trying to have it done on a Friday 

or a Saturday. Roofing has not started yet.  

 

I just want to thank Cindy and Judy for dinner today it was a great idea having the food 

set up the way that they did and top it all off with ice cream was just marvelous thank 

you. 

 

Benevolence 

 

Fellowship fund beginning balance $2396.97 
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Communion offerings January to July 4 2021 $879.00 

Interest FSB  .18 

The current balance is $3276.15 

Alys J Martinson 

 

Breanna asked when bible study starts again on Thursday nights? Jason re-

plied...September 9th.  

 

Sara mentioned that the women’s bible study will also be starting up again in September 

not sure on the date yet. It will be a morning meeting as has been in previous meetings. 

Jason said he hears nothing but good things about the women’s bible study and if inter-

ested you should check it out.  

 

No old business… 

 

New business… 

 

Cheri gets up to discuss two items.  

 

The first item is to let people know about the new group starting on Tuesday nights as of 

August 31. A craft group called Community Of Crafters will be opened to the public to 

bring people together and have a great time creating. In the beginning, I was going to have 

the class during the day but then a lot of people work so I decided to have it from 6:30 to 

8:00 on Tuesday nights. The class will be held downstairs and we offer coffee and a 

snack. At first, it will bring your craft to work on and after a while we may offer kits for a 

small fee.  

Any questions?  

Jason asked if we talked to Zeeks Bakery about them being here at night? I told him I 

would talk to them and would work on sharing the space if need be. I had originally 

thought about having the class upstairs but the tables would have to be cleared off from 

table clothes and then put back together after class and I would not want anything to 

happen to the fellowship tables during crafts. Plus the lighting is a lot better downstairs. 
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Second thing…cameras.  

I have been to the church almost every day and I noticed lots of children playing in the 

parking lot and riding their bikes. There is nothing wrong with that I just worry about a 

child climbing into the clothes shed hole. If they got inside they may not be able to get 

back out. I think it would be a good idea to put a camera pointing to that shed. We do 

have a lot of cars coming into the parking lot to drop off donations. This way there would 

be on camera if anything happened. I have heard of stories of people crawling in and not 

getting out. I know it would not be watched all the time because there are many hours 

there is no one here but at least it would be recorded.  

 

Also, we need a camera out in front of the church at the green doors. So I am suggesting 

we get two new cameras installed.   

 

Any questions? Barry and Jason bring up that the cameras are through the alarm compa-

ny and Jason shows me the app on his phone. Richard says there is an extra wire hook 

up already there we could just have a camera installed. Richard said you can get a wire-

less camera and put it up there.  

 

Pastor spoke up about the camera on Hannah’s office door saying if someone rings the 

bells you can see the front door and the back door. We can see the parking lot and the 

utility shed but we do not have a camera on the front green doors or the clothes shed. The 

idea of the clothes shed was that it would be a blessing to us. So we should look into if it 

will be a burden or a liability. We might want to explore or agree to make sure we are not 

held responsible for liability. So just keep in mind that kids are going to be here when 

there is no one to watch over them. We could have a camera to review later and we can 

say look they jumped in at 5:15. The pastor said he is all for security and things it is a 

good idea.  

 

Jason asked Barry if he can get a quote on cameras installed. Barry said he will look into 

it to see if it is cheaper to have one camera set up or two have separate camera setups 

one through the alarm company and the other wireless. So let's look into installing and 

management costs… Richard and Barry will look into it.  Barry thinks having one camera 

system makes it easier. Jason said the system we have now does have room for 8 to 10 

cameras so there is room to expand.  

 

No more new business. Pastor closes in prayer. 
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Quarterly Stats 

June  
Missions 

$100 

Communion 

$157 

Tithing/Offering 

$3021.67 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults  24 
Youth  3 

 

July 

Missions 

$105 

Communion 

$47 

Tithing/Offering 

$2836 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults 24 
Youth 3 

August 

Missions 

$145 

Communion 

$55 

Tithing/Offering 

$3,940.83 

 
Avg Attendance 

Adults 34 
Youth 3 

OUTREACH 

 

 

CRAFTING CLASS EVERYONE WELCOME 

 

Calling all crafters to join us on Tuesday, Aug 31 from 6:30 to 8:00. I will be starting a 
“Community Of Crafters” class for anyone interested in a fun night out once a week on 
Tuesdays. Bring your own craft to work on or join us in a weekly craft. Each week you 

will get a supply list for the weekly craft. The first week we will be learning to decoupage 
with napkins and will be working on several decoupaging projects over the next few 
weeks. The first week we will supply the items needed for that class.  I am hoping by 

holding this group we can make some new friends and have a fun time together. Even if 
you don't do crafts please still come and just hang out and fellowship. Open to all skill 

levels from beginner to advanced. The class will be held at the Baptist Church of Frank-
lin downstairs in the cafeteria. There will be coffee or tea, and a snack provided. 
 

community.of.crafters@gmail.com 
603-290-9031 TEXT MESSAGES ONLY 

Thanks, I hope to see you soon. 
 
Cheri Walsh 

Community Of Crafters Coordinator  

mailto:community.of.crafters@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events  

October 30th 

Then join us inside for more fun! 



 

 

Serve & Grow 
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Adult Bible Study will resume 

Sept 9th at 6:45pm 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

9am to 11am -  Serve your 

community by volunteering at our 

next One Heart Mission. 

1ST SATURDAY EACH MONTH 

ONE HEART MISSION 

October 24th after Service 

Everyone is welcome to join us. Members 

are encouraged to attend. Please 

remember that only Active Members can 

vote on items. 

BUSINESS MEETING 

November 20, 2021 

4pm to 6pm 

This is a free dinner for our 

community and church family. 

DINNER 

THANKSGIVING 
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June July August 

Alexandria 2 Unknown  1  Hill  1 Belmont 4 

Belmont 2 Belmont  2 Northfield 7 Boscawen 1 

Bristol 1 Boscawen  1  Salisbury 1 Bristol 1 

Franklin 13 Bristol  2  Franklin 24 

Gilford 1 Franklin  16  Gilford 1 

Northfield 4 Gilford  1  Northfield 3 

Month Totals:                  23 32 34 

Here are the numbers of families we have served (broken down by town) during the 
Summer 2021 months. Due to COVID-19 the number of families served have been 

lower than prior to COVID-19 but we are happy to continue to serve those in need. 

One Heart Mission 

BABY ITEMS 

DISPOSABLE DIAPERS SIZE  

(Newborn to Size 6) 

MOIST WIPES 

BABY WASH 

BABY POWDER 

FREE PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 

NEW HOURS!!  OPEN 9 AM - 11 AM 
FIRST SATURDAY EACH MONTH 

HYGIENE PRODUCTS 

MOUTH RINSE 

DENTURE CLEANER 

DENTAL FLOSS 

TOOTHPASTE 

TOOTHBRUSH  

DEODORANT  

BAR SOAP 

DISPOSABLE RAZORS 

MEN’S SHAVING CREAM 

CONDITIONER 

HAND/BODY LOTION 

SHAMPOO 

HAND SOAP 

EAR SWABS 

BODY WASH 

BAND-AIDS 

MISC 

TRASH BAGS 

HAND SANITIZER 

PAPER PRODUCTS 

TISSUES 

 
CLEANING SUPPLIES 

LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

ALL PURPOSE CLEANER 

FLOOR CLEANER 

DYER SHEETS 

DISH DETERGENT 

GLASS CLEANER 
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Please Let Us Know! 

If you are a member or regular attendee of the church with a Fall birthday and/or anni-
versary but you don’t see your name, please contact the church office and let us know! 
934-0230 or thebaptist@metrocast.net 

Sept 9 Carol Huckins 

 21 Barbara Denault 

 29 Mike Walsh 

Oct 7 Hannah Harrington 

 19 Chris Caughey 

 12 Kelly Smith 

 24 Irene Boyles 

 25 Nathaniel Beem 

Nov 3 Irene Lewis 

 11 Garrett Harington 

 26 Ryan Smith 

 28 Elizabeth Colburn 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Sept 22 Brian & Elizabeth Colburn 

Oct 12 Mike & Cheri Walsh 

Nov 30 Barry & Angela Livingstone 

 30 Joe & Carlene Keniston 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 



 

 

 

P a g e  1 8  

Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

One Heart 

Mission 9am-

11am 

5 6 7 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

8 9 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

10 11 

Yard Sale 

9am-2pm 

12 13 14 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

15 16 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

17 18 

19 20 21 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

22 23 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

24 25 

26 27 28 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

29 30 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

  

S eptember  202 1  
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Sun 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

One Heart 

Mission  

9am-11am 

3 4 5 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

6 7 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

8 9 

10 11 12 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

13 14 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

15 16 

Fall Craft Fair 

9am-2pm 

17 18 19 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

20 21 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

22 23 

24 

Quarterly 

Business Mtg 

After Service 

25 26 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

27 28 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

29 30 

Trunk N’ 

Treat 5:30pm-

7pm 

31       

October  202 1  

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 
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Church Calendar 

*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

3 4 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

5 6 

One Heart Mis-

sion 9am-11am 

7 8 9 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

10 11 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

12 13 

Yard Sale 

9am-2pm 

14 15 16 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

17 18 

Adult Bible 

Study 6:45pm 

19 20 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner 4pm-

6pm 

21 22 23 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 

Community of 

Crafters 

6:30pm-8pm 

    

November  202 1  
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*Times and events are subject to changed. Please contact the Church Office to be sure. 

Thank you! 

Intentionally Left Blank 



 

 

PO Box 306 

21 Church Street 

Franklin, NH 03235  

  

603-934-0230 

thebaptist@metrocast.net 

 

Pastor Matt is happy to meet with anyone 

in his office Monday through Thursday 

12:00pm-4:00pm. Please call ahead to 

be sure he is in the office.  

 

If you need to meet at a different time, 

Matt will be happy to see you at a time 

that is more convenient. Please simply 

call the church office to make an appoint-

ment. 

Visit Our website!!

Thebaptistchurchoffranklin.com Fall 2021 
Newsletter 

Pastor’s Hours 

Autumn Poetry 

Crunchy crispy colorful leaves, 

Blowing in the autumn breeze. 

Red, yellow, purple, brown, 

Falling gently to the ground. 

Clouds moving through the sky, 

Getting darker as they go by. 

So I just put up my hood, 

And carry on playing in the mud. 

Collecting cones - fir and pine, 

Waiting for the sun to shine.  

~Author Unknown 


