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My Sisters and Brothers, 

 
Now I know how Noah felt! It was the 
high season of a kid’s year: summer 
vacation from school. We had been 
“released” from Patten Elementary 
School (known to us kids as Patten 
Pen) for June, July, and August. We 
would return the first Monday after 
Labor Day. I was leaving the fourth 
grade with Mrs. Barnhart as my 
teacher. She was the teacher that 
would show us a movie in class and 
then rewind it. A man jumping off of a 
diving board would jump back on it, or 
an airplane that had just taken off 
from the airport would land – tail first! 

 
We were only at the first few days of 
our summer vacation. The “ever-ready
-for- action” neighborhood gang gath-
ered in the basement of our house to 
build a raft. Hence, the earlier remark 
about understanding how Noah felt. 
Our plan was to build a raft out of sev-
eral wooden boards nailed together. 
(That should be easy we thought) 
Next, carry our raft from the base-
ment, down the road, down a hill, and 
launch it into a (very) small pond. We 
were sure we would float to a small 
stream; that we were sure would take 
us to adventures unknown. What a 
way to begin summer vacation from 
Patten Pen we thought! A pirate’s ad-
venture for sure. 

 
There was much discussion about how 
to build our raft. We settled on a raft 
that looked like graduating fourth 
graders had built it. I’m sure you get 
the picture. When we picked it up it 
began to slant and tilt from a rectan-
gle to a triangle, but down the road we 
went. When we arrived at the open 
section of water; the reality of what we 
imagined would have disappointed 
others. But not us: we who had just 
finished fourth grade with Mrs. Barn-
hart watching pictures go backwards. 
Our ark, when placed in the water, 
simply stuck in the mud of the bottom 
and twisted into a shape that can only 
be described as well-indescribable. Yet, 
there was joy in our hearts and hope 
for another try, or a better day of life 
on the high seas in land locked Penn-
sylvania. 

 
I am reminded of how Jesus said, "Let 
the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these." We 
as God’s people should have a hope 
and joy that always lives within us no 
matter what our circumstances to face 
a better day. 

 

Grace and peace, Pastor Gary 
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Great Read on our Church History. I hope you enjoy it!! 

 Summary 

The present church building was constructed in 1870, being given and financed by Walter Ai-

ken. This was the first church in Franklin to be built on the “East Side of the river.” Prior to this, all 

churches were located in West Franklin. In 1875 the church was incorporated and the baptistery was 

installed. The First Baptist Church was united with The Freewill Baptist Church in 1914. This union 

formed The Baptist Church of Franklin. In 1919 extensive improvements and renovations were made 

using many of the stained glass windows from The Freewill Baptist Church. Since that time, this place 

of worship has been lovingly maintained. 

 

A Brief History of The Baptist Church of Franklin 

Prior to the organization of the “First Baptist Society”, Baptists, Methodists and Freewill Baptists 

met for worship at Lyceum Hall. In May 1869, twelve interested people met in the home of Shadrach 

Wadleigh to organize the “First Baptist Church of East Franklin”. During that summer Walter Aiken 

built, at his own expense, the present house of worship. 

At the time, the organ was in a gallery at the rear of the church. There was no center aisle and 

white shutters covered the glass windows. Since there was no baptistery, baptisms took place in the 

Winnipesauke River near Sulloway Mill. Later a font was installed under the pulpit. While the steeple 

was being built and the cross raised, two schoolboys climbed on the staging and carved their initials on 

the cross, necessitating the removal of the cross to plane off the letters and replace it. 

The Missionary Society and the Ladies’ Circle were organized in 1870 and the first Pastor, Rev. 

Benjamin Wheeler, was called and ordained. The new church was dedicated. In 1871, Walter Aiken, 

with his usual generosity, presented to the First Baptist Society, the meeting house and the land upon 

which it stood. The second minister called was the Rev. Joseph Fielden, highly qualified, ordained in 

and served with distinction his first church for six years. During his term the church membership in-

creased, with many baptisms being performed. Rev. Fielden was the father of our beloved Deacon Clar-

ence Fielden, a faithful servant. 

In 1893, extensive renovations were accomplished, with the help of a bank loan, which was paid 

off with funds from gifts, special collections, subscriptions, pew rents, etc. The vestry and parlor were 

raised to the same height as the sanctuary. The gallery removed, and pews moved to make a center 

aisle. The baptistery was installed in its present location. Classrooms were constructed in the vestry 

and a heating unit installed. A period of growth and renewal followed. 

Again in 1908, more improvements were necessary. The beautiful painted scene behind the bap-

tistery was added, the church shingled, the three arches in the front of the sanctuary built and new 

lighting installed. During this time of upheaval, the Freewill Baptist whose church was located almost 

across the street (the gray apartment complex) invited the congregation to worship with them. This re-

sulted in a close, congenial relationship. For some time suggestions were made about the two churches 

becoming one and in 1914, after both churches voted unanimously, this unity was accomplished. The 

church formed and then called themselves The Baptist Church of Franklin. The large windows now in 

the sanctuary came from the Freewill Baptist Church. This momentous move proved to be blessed and 

the church grew in spirit and numbers. 

In 1973, the rapid growth of the Sunday School called for more room, so the basement was ex-

cavated and four new classrooms added. 

Things of the Past  
Written by Frances Gile and Ruth Sawyer Swinnerton  
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Pastoral Search Committee 

Richard Soucier 

The Search Committee continues to meet monthly and if when necessary more frequently.  

In addition to our routine meetings, we continue to meet with a representative from the 

ABC/NHVT to ensure both the steps and process meets expectation and to keep the 

Search Committee updated on any pertinent information needed in the search process. 

The process has been slow and meticulous due to the importance of finding the most suit-

able Pastor for our Congregation. Through prayer, and dedication the Search Committee 

has been reviewing the information given to us on prospective candidates. Once we have 

exhausted our review process of the candidates and God leads us to the selected few, we 

will start the interview process. We do believe God has chosen that special individual for 

us therefore we are working patiently until we find that person. 

 

Respectively submitted the Search Committee: 

Richard Soucier 

Barbara Denault 

Hannah Harrington 

Carlene Keniston 

Betty Poitras 

Sue Jancetic 

Jerry Davis 

Sometimes life seems hard to bare,  
Full of sorrow, trouble and woe.  

It’s then I have to remember,  
That it’s in the valleys I grow. 

 

If I always stayed on the mountain top,  
And never experienced pain,  

I would never appreciate God’s Love;  
And would be living in vain. 

 
I have so much to learn,  

And my growth is very slow,  
Sometimes I need the mountain tops,  

But it’s in the valleys I grow. 

I do not always understand,  
Why things happen as they do,  
But I am very sure of one thing,  
My Lord will see me through. 

 

My little valleys are nothing,  
When I picture Christ on the cross,  

He went through the valley of death;  
His victory was Satan’s loss. 

 
Forgive me Lord, for complaining,  

When I’m feeling so very low.  
Just give me a gentle reminder,  
That it’s in the valleys I grow. 

Continue to strengthen me, Lord;  
And use my life each day,  

To share your love with others,  
And help them find their way. 

 

Thank you for the valleys, Lord,  
For this one thing I know;  

The mountain tops are glorious,  
But it’s in the valleys I grow! 

Poem 

By Anonymous 
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Diaconate Notes 

Richard Soucier 

We have been working to try and update the membership list for sometime. There are just 

too many mailing lists to keep track of. Some members are getting mail and some are not. 

Some are getting mail that are not even current active and prefer not to have these sent to 

them. We are also creating a list of members that served in the Military; please advise us if 

you have any information on these items. 

 

The sound system is still being looked into for repair. We only have one portable micro-

phone that works. The power supply has to be plugged in and unplugged each time we use 

it due to the on/off switch not functioning in the power supply correctly. The roll top desk 

has had some issues for years.  

 

We are still looking into video recording and the Sunday Services to get them out to shut-

ins or anyone who may want to view the services or Sermons. We could make a DVD for 

those who may not have internet access as well. 

 

We have helped a number of members the past months who were in need of financial help 

and will continue to do so if finances are available to meet these needs. 

 

We continue to work with the Pastor to help in anyway to move forward with Church Wor-

ship Services. It is our desire to serve our Church and Community through bring the Word 

of God to all who may wish to listen. 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions that may assist the Diaconate please let us 

know. We are here to serve. 

 

Your Diaconate, 

Richard Soucier-Chair 

Alys Martinson 

Carl DeLuca 

Irene Lewis 

Barbara Denault 

Jerry Davis 
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Mission News & Notes 

Alys Martinson, Susan Jancetic 

The World Mission Offering  

Has started! 

 

Let’s help support a new generation of be-

lievers and those who bring the good news 
around to the world. Your gift to the World 

Mission offering can help young people in 
Cuba and the Dominican Republic come to 
know Jesus Christ. Lets support the build-

ing, and growth of youth camps in Cuba and 
the Dominican Republic. Funds will also 

support the purchasing of supplies, and 

scholarships for these camps. 

 

Envelopes will be provided during Services, 
located within each Pew. Prayerfully consid-

er how your gift might make a difference in 
someone’s life. 

Our Goal  

for  

The World Mission Offering 

is 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  

 
This offering is one of 4 special mission 
offerings taken during the calendar 
year. The offering provides needed sup-
plies for victims of natural disasters like 
hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, and 
many other similar disasters. This offer-
ing is supported by most Christian de-
nominations.  
 
Total received by our Church through 

Aug 21st is  $487.81.  

Thanks to everyone who help in tangible ways to support missions. 
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Nominating Committee 

Alys Martinson & Tressa Soucier 

We are pleased to announce that Mae Bilodeau will be serving on the Board of Christian 

Education. She will be a great addition to the team. Please welcome her with open arms. 

 

~Alys & Tressa  

Library 

Alys Martinson  

Come in and check out the library. There you will find many books for your reading enjoy-

ment. There are books by Max Lucado, Billy Graham, Dr. Timothy Johnson (the very one 
you see on Television), and many more. 

  
Why buy a book when you can easily sign one out right here at Church. We have a very 
large selection of books by Karen Kingsbury, Wanda Brunstetter, Beverly Lewis, Tracie Pe-

terson, Lori Copeland, and many other Authors. Books are added to our shelves on a reg-
ular basis so browse and enjoy.  
  

Also, we’ve been growing our DVD section too. We have several new DVD’s to choose from 
that have recently been added to the shelf even a selection for children. All waiting for you 

to check them out. DVD’s are located in the chapel on a nice library cart.  
  
You looking for a section of inspirational romance check out our old Library room, many 

authors and great stories to choose from. 
 

~Alys Martinson, Librarian 
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One Heart Mission 

Amy Caswell 

Have you thought about helping at One Heart but cannot make it on Saturday morning? 

Here is a great way to help. If you would like to help by donating items to the families that 

come to One Heart we are looking for the following items: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any of the above items can be donated at any time and left in the boxes in the front of the 

sanctuary. 

 

Here are the numbers of families we have been able to bless (broken down by town) 
during the Summer 2016! 

SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, 

SHOWER GEL 

TAMPONS 

 PADS  

PANTY LINERS, 

DISPOSABLE DIAPERS SIZE  

(newborn to size 6) 

MOIST WIPES 

BABY WASH 

BABY POWDER 

MOUTH RINSE 

DENTURE CLEANER 

 

DENTAL FLOSS 

TOOTHPASTE 

TOOTHBRUSH  

DEODORANT  

BAR SOAP 

DISPOSABLE RAZORS 

MEN’S SHAVING CREAM 

EAR SWABS 

BAND-AIDS 

HAND SOAP 

HAND/BODY LOTION 

TRASH BAGS 

 

HAND SANITIZER 

TISSUES 

LAUNDRY DETERGENT 

ALL PURPOSE CLEANER 

MOP-N-SHINE 

DISINFECTANT SPRAY 

DISH DETERGENT 

GLASS CLEANER 

BLEACH 

DEPENDS  

(Size Small to X-large) 

POISE PADS 

July Statistics August statistics  

Unknown:  1 

Carriage House: 

12 

Franklin:  92 

Gilford: 3 

Laconia:  3 

Lochmere: 1 

Northfield: 9 

Tilton:  6 

Unknown: 2 

Andover: 1 

Boscawen: 1 

Franklin:  85 

Gilford:  2 

Hill: 1 

Laconia: 5  

Northfield:  13 

Penacook: 2 

Tilton:  5 
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Current and Up Coming Activities  

One Heart Mission  

 

Starts Sunday, September 11th 

During Service 

 

Lets grow those beautiful minds with 

God’s Word and his Wisdom! 

Sunday School  

Trunk or Treat 

 

Saturday, September 24th 

9:00am to 2:00pm 

 

To benefit One Heart Mission 

Come see if one mans trash is truly one 

mans treasure! 

Monday, October 31st  

5:00pm 

During the City of Franklin’s  

Trick or Treat Hours. 

All Children are welcome! 

Come visit members of our Church 

and their decorated Trunks.  

Yard Sale!!
Yard Sale!!
Yard Sale!!   
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To register, contact Carlene at 630-7074 or fill out and mail the below Form: 

Name: _______________________________________________________  

Phone number: ______________________________ 

Church affiliation (?): ___________________________________________  

Number of people registering: ___________________  

Send Registration and payment payable to:  

The Baptist Church of Franklin  

Po Box 306 

21 Church Street  

Franklin, NH 03235  

 

Hurry It’s Around the Corner! 

September 17, 2016  

10:30am-5:15pm   

 

Please join us at   

The Franklin Baptist Church!   

Ticket Prices: $25  

Event Begins: 10:30am 

Session One: 11:00am 

 

Lunch Break: 12:30pm 

 

Worship:  2:00pm 

Session Two: 2:30pm 

 

Invitation/Break: 4:00pm 

 

Worship:  4:30pm 

Session Three: 4:40pm 

 

Closing Worship: 5:10pm 

Event Concludes:  5:15pm 

SCHEDULE 

E-Women’s Conference 
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All are Welcome!!   

 

Join us Sundays,  

starting 

September 11th,  

at  

9:10-9:45 am  

in Pastor Andy’s office. 

 

This Adult Bible Study is a power-

ful study in becoming the unique, 

fully alive, flourishing person God 

intended. Pastor and author John 

Ortberg teaches through five ses-

sions about how you can move to-

ward becoming God's best version 

of you in four specific areas: your 

mind, your time, your relation-

ships, and your experiences.  

 Join us women  

Saturdays at 10am  

Right here at Church.  

 

Join us in a faith-building study of prophecy and 

learn how to live with integrity in today's self-

absorbed society. The prophet Daniel faced unbe-

lievable pressures to compromise his faith, to live in 

a hostile culture, and to confront temptations and 

threats. Today, believers in Jesus Christ face many 

of the same trials. 

 

Part One: Daniel chapters 1-6 examines Daniel's life 
and the pressures he faced. 

 

Part Two: Daniel chapters 7-12 covers the prophe-

cies from Daniel through the second coming of 

Christ. 

 

There’s no time like the 

present.  

Women’s Bible Study 

Adult Bible Study 
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Giving of a Grateful Heart 
On August 7th the Trustee’s Award of 

Outstanding Service was given to Virgin-

ia Clemens for her many years of service 

with The Baptist Church of Franklin. Her 

daughter Martha Brady and Son James 

Clemens both sang “In the Garden” as a 

dedication to her. Both received on be-

half of their mother, the Trustee’s Certifi-

cation Award and handed the plaque cre-

ated showing Virginia’s name on it which 

will be placed on the wall within the 

Sanctuary.   

 Fellowship Opportunities  

Men's Breakfast- All men are invited to fellowship together at the Soda Shoppe in Frank-

lin at 9am every Thursday. 
 

Man Camp 2016- Camp Berea is hosting their annual Man’s Camp November 4-6th and 
11-13th. For more information either go to berea.org or call 603-744-6344. 
 

E-Women Conference- All women are invited to fellowship together right here at Church 
this coming September 17th. We will be hosting Beth Moore’s “Living Proof” Simulcast. It 
will be set up in a Tea style, drinks, food and great joy. See Page 8 for more information 

and to sign up. 

Sing Praises to Our Lord as He is Great!!  

As, the Fall Season comes 
closer to Advent we will be 
looking to gather a Choir. 

EVERYONE is welcome!!  
 

Please see either Pastor Gary 

Andy or Barbara Denault. 

If you would like to join our 
Church Praise Team practices 
are held each Wednesday. Ex-

cept for the 3rd Wednesday 
each month which will be held 

at 6:15 P.M. 

The 1st Sunday of each month, Communion Offering Envelopes will be 

provided to the Congregation in hopes that those that are lead will make a 

special donation.  All Communion Fellowship Offerings goes directly to our 

Church Family that are in need. 
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Fall Rumney Bible Conference Events 

Saturday, September 3rd: Rumney Run  

Help support Rumney Bible Conference by competing in our first 5K that runs through our prop-
erty. 

 Women's Run 

 Men's Run 

 Children's 2.5K 

Medals will be awarded to the winners of the various categories, and registration is now open! And 
for those not interested in running, please consider supporting us by walking the course.  To reg-

ister go to: https://rumneybibleconference.regfox.com/rumney-run 

 

September 23-25: Women's Retreat  

Ladies, this weekend is for you! Get your friends and family together and come as a group - the 
more the merrier. Come and enjoy a weekend of wonderful messages from God's word as well as 
good food and fun. Our speaker this year is Connie Sargent. We are excited to have her here and 
know that you will be blessed by Connie's ministry. Call (603)786-9504 to reserve your spot! 

 

October 21-23: Reclaiming Your "Dad Legacy” Weekend  

It's your turn, men! Come and be challenged by powerful messages, powerful testimonies & power-
ful prayer in this must-attend weekend led by Legacy Dad Ministry. If you have the desire to be-
come a courageous leader in your own life, marriage, church, community and to reclaim your 
"Dad Legacy", please pray about joining us. 

 

Save 40% if you register before September 1 by using the coupon code dad40 on the registration 

page at: https://rumneybibleconference.regfox.com/reclaiming-your-dad-legacy-weekend  

 

Friday, November 4th: Youth Explosion  

Free event for 7th-12th graders with games, prizes, music & a speaker. For those traveling, we do 

have optional overnight accommodations that include lodging and breakfast Saturday morning. To 

register go to: https://rumneybibleconference.regfox.com/youth-explosion 

 Fellowship Opportunities (Cont.)  



Fall Birthdays & Anniversaries 

We Pray you have a very Happy Birthday!! 

Please Let Us Know! 

If  you are an active 
member or regular  

attendee of  the church  
with a Fall birthday  

and/or anniversary but 
you don’t see your name 
here, please contact the 
church office and let us 

know! 
934-0230 or 

thebaptist@metrocast.net 
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Church Office Hours and Information           
Rev. Gary Andy’s Office Hours 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  

from 10 AM - 6 PM 

Wednesdays 

from 1 PM - 9  PM 

Please call Rev. Andy ahead for appointments. 
Pastor’s email address:  

pastorgary@metrocast.net 

Pastor’s phone number: 

(603) 934-2215 

Prayer Updates & New Requests 
Please keep the new prayer/praise reports coming 

in by email or telephone. Also, Prayer requests can 

be sent as private message to our Facebook Page. 

 

During Sunday  worship services, all prayer re-

quests are added to our prayer requests section of  

the church bulletin. 

Fall Birthdays  
 

Sept 21- Barbara Denault 
Sept 27- Alicia Lemire 

Oct 7- Hannah Harrington 
Oct 10- Linda Emery 
Oct 12 - Kelly Smith 
Nov 2- Patsy Lemire 
Nov 3- Irene Lewis 

Nov 11- Garrett Harrington 
Nov 23- Bob Hinds 
Nov 26- Ryan Smith 

Nov 28- Elizabeth Colburn 

Happy 
Anniversary 

 
Sept 2 

Dick & Tressa Soucier 
 

Sept 22 
Brian & Elizabeth Colburn 

 
Sept 30 

Rev. Gary & Gail Andy 
 

Oct 8 
Bernard & Linda Emery 

 
Nov 30 

Joe & Carlene Keniston 

Admin. Office Hours 

Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

from 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

from 10:30 AM - 5:00 PM 

Please call the office during weekdays 

 at (603) 934-0230 to ensure someone is 

here to open the door for you. 

mailto:pastorgary@metrocast.net


PO Box 306 

21 Church Street 

Franklin, NH 03235  

  

Go Green!  

This Newsletter now available by email!  

Contact the Church office for your copy! 

The Baptist Church 
Of  

Franklin 
 

Fall 2016 
Newsletter 

603-934-0230 

thebaptist@metrocast.net 

The  
Baptist 
Church  

of  
Franklin 

 

Therefore, brothers, be patient until the 

Lord’s coming. See how the farmer 

waits for the precious fruit of the earth 

and is patient with it until it receives 

the early and the late rains. You also 

must be patient. Strengthen your 

hearts, because the Lord’s coming is 

near. 

James 5:7-8 

 

 

 
 

Visit Our website!!

Thebaptistchurchoffranklin.weebly.com 

Fall 2016 


