
Matthew 
12 : 33-37 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” — Matthew 28:19-20a 

“The Baptist Church of Franklin exists to make more and better followers of Jesus 
Christ.” — BCF Membership Binder 

OBSERVE and REFLECT 

Read Matthew 12:33-37 

• In your own words, explain the meaning behind Jesus’ metaphor of 
the good tree (and good fruit) and the bad tree (and bad fruit).


• What is meant when Jesus says, out of the overflow of the heart, the 
mouth speaks? See the following verse (Mt. 12:35) for more insight.


• Why do you suppose Jesus says people will be judged for every 
careless word they have spoken? Does this seem fair to you? Why or 
why not?




OBEY 

1. Think of a person who has been encouraging to you. What about 
that person’s words stand out? What do their words say about 
their inner character?


2. Read James 3:1-12. Have you found these principles to be true in 
your own life? How so?


3. In what activities do you feel closest to God? How has this 
practice helped you in the way you speak toward others?


4. What does it mean that Jesus is God’s best Word for you, and that 
this Word will stand in for all your careless words on the last day?


5. If you want to study more, consider how the following verses relate 
to today’s topic: Psalm 1, James 1:26, Ephesians 4:29, John 15:5, 
Romans 10:9.


**Weekly Bonus Questions** 

• What’s one “a-ha” moment you’ve taken away from this discussion?


• What’s one thing you should do differently this week because of 
what you’ve learned here?


