
Matthew 
21 : 1-17 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” — Matthew 28:19-20a 

“The Baptist Church of Franklin exists to make more and better followers of Jesus 
Christ.” — BCF Membership Binder 

OBSERVE and REFLECT 

Read Matthew 21:1-11 

• What’s the connection between the instructions Jesus gives to his 
disciples and Zechariah 9:9? What might this indicate about Jesus’ 
attitude toward the events that would transpire that day?


• Describe the behavior of the people traveling with Jesus. What does 
this indicate about their relationship to Jesus?


• What was the response of those in the city of Jerusalem? What does 
this indicate about their relationship to Jesus?


Read Matthew 21:12-17 

• Why did Jesus drive out those doing business in the Temple? Who 
comes to Jesus immediately after this? What does this say about 
God’s purposes in Christ?


• Why might the chief priests and teachers of the law have responded 
the way they did? How did Jesus respond to them? 



OBEY 

1. Jesus was a man who knew God’s will and did it. When it comes 
to knowing God’s will, Christians have all the same tools at their 
disposal that Jesus did—the Holy Spirit, prayer, and scripture. 
What excites you about the prospect of knowing God’s will? What 
concerns you? See 1 Corinthians 2:12-14 for more insights.


2. Because our Father in Heaven loves and adores us as his very 
own children, we can be free to do God’s will without regard for 
how other might react. How does this apply to your own life? 
Describe a time when God’s love freed you to obey him.


3. Because we have an inheritance in heaven that can never be taken 
away, we can be free to do God’s will without regard for our own 
immediate benefit (see 1 Peter 1:3-9 for more insight). How does 
this apply to your own life? Describe a time when the promise of 
eternal life freed you to obey God.


4. What might be another real-life application God wants us to hear 
in this passage? This could be a command to obey, a faith 
principle to be reinforced, or an attitude to be changed.


**Weekly Bonus Questions** 

• What’s one “a-ha” moment you’ve taken away from this discussion?


• What’s one thing you should do differently this week because of 
what you’ve learned here?


