
1 Peter 
4 : 12-19 

“The Baptist Church of Franklin exists to make more and better followers of Jesus 
Christ.” — BCF Membership Binder 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. —Galatians 5:22-23a 

OBSERVE 

Peter writes in 4:12 …do not be surprised (zen-ID-zoh) at the painful 
trial you are suffering, as though something strange (ZEE-nos) were 
happening to you.


• In this verse, the words which Peter uses for surprised and strange 
are related to our word xenophobia (which means to fear that which 
is alien or foreign). Why might Christians find it surprising or strange 
that they would suffer for Christ?


An alternate translation of 1 Peter 4:12 reads, “Dear friends, do not be 
surprised at the fiery ordeal (pur-O-sis) that has come on you to test 
you…”


• The word for fiery order Peter uses is related to our word pure. How 
is fire used to purify natural materials? How does the “fire” of 
suffering purify us?




• Peter says his readers’ suffering has come to “test” them. In other 
words, suffering has a purpose. How might our view of suffering 
change to know there is a greater purpose in it?


REFLECT and OBEY 

In his 2017 commencement speech at the Cardigan Mountain School, 
Chief Justice John Roberts said, “From time to time in the years to 
come, I hope you will be treated unfairly, so that you will come to know 
the value of justice. I hope that you will suffer betrayal because that 
will teach you the importance of loyalty. … I hope you’ll be ignored so 
you know the importance of listening to others, and I hope you will 
have just enough pain to learn compassion. Whether I wish these 
things or not, they’re going to happen. And whether you benefit from 
them or not will depend upon your ability to see the message in your 
misfortunes.”


• What does Justice Roberts mean by the message in your 
misfortunes?


• Describe a time in your life when you grew to appreciate the value of 
something due to losing that very thing?


