
God First: 
John’s Drama 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.” — Matthew 28:19-20a 

“The Baptist Church of Franklin exists to make more and better followers of Jesus 
Christ.” — BCF Membership Binder 

OBSERVE and REFLECT 

Dilemma: John’s call (Luke 1:5-17) 

• John the Baptist was called to announcing the coming messiah, but 
everyone else expected him to be a priest like his father. How did 
John have to put God first in this dilemma?


Discomfort: John’s work (Matthew 3:1-12) 

• The life of a prophet was far from comfortable. John operated 
outside the system. The pay was bad, he wore crude clothes and ate 
off the land, and the local leaders didn’t like him. How did John have 
to put God first in this discomfort?


Disorientation: John’s plan (Matthew 3:13-17) 

• John’s plan was simple: Announce the coming king, telling people to 
repent of their sin before Jesus takes the throne and drives out the 
Roman Empire. How did Jesus throw a wrench in John’s baptism 
plans? How did John need to put God first in this disorientation?




Danger: John’s risk (Luke 3:19-20) 

• Being a prophet meant speaking the truth no matter what the cost. 
How did John put God first even in the midst of danger?


Disappointment: John’s hope (Luke 7:18-23) 

• At this point, John has lots of reasons to lose hope, and he seems to 
be questioning whether Jesus really is his hope. Though we don’t 
know how John took Jesus’ response, how might John have put 
God first even in his disappointment?


OBEY 

In light of John’s life, reflect on how you might have to put God first in 
the similar situations. What specific challenges might you face? How 
might God’s grace help you in each situation?


1. Dilemma


2. Discomfort


3. Disorientation


4. Danger


5. Disappointment


**Weekly Bonus Questions** 

• What’s one “a-ha” moment you’ve taken away from this discussion?


• What’s one thing you should do differently this week because of 
what you’ve learned here?


