
1 Peter 
5 : 5-11 

“The Baptist Church of Franklin exists to make more and better followers of Jesus 
Christ.” — BCF Membership Binder 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. —Galatians 5:22-23a 

OBSERVE 

The Reality Of The Devil 

• How does our culture portray the devil? How does our Bible portray 
the devil? Feel free to look outside of 1 Peter for more information.


• There are two errors in our thinking about the devil: over-belief 
(Devils everywhere! Bring the holy water!) and under-belief (That’s 
just old-fashioned superstition). What are the dangers of each view?




The Relevance Of The Devil 

• The primary way the devil works is through our sins (what the Bible 
calls footholds). Like a singer who causes the strings of a piano to 
vibrate without touching them, the devil “sings across our strings” 
and amplifies what is already out of tune.  What does Peter suggest 1

may be “out of tune” in our lives? What other footholds are common 
in our lives?


The Response To The Devil 

• Peter gives several commands in this passage. First, list them. Next, 
explain how these are useful for responding to the devil’s work.  


Bonus: Psalm 139 

• Read Psalm 139, making note of what the psalmist has to say about 
God. How can these truths serve as antidotes to both pride and 
anxiety?


• In vv. 23-25 the psalmist connects anxiety with offense to God. Is 
anxiety an offense to God? How so?

 This illustration comes from Tim Keller, pastor emeritus of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in NYC.1


