
1 Peter 
5 : 1-5 

“The Baptist Church of Franklin exists to make more and better followers of Jesus 
Christ.” — BCF Membership Binder 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. —Galatians 5:22-23a 

Good Leadership is Necessary 

• Describe a good experience of leadership you have had in the 
church, or in the wider world.


• Peter uses various terms (elder, shepherd, overseer) to describe 
leaders in the church. How do these terms inform your 
understanding of church leadership? Use your study aids for help.


Good Leadership is Not Easy 

• In what manner does Peter say elders should serve? What 
characteristics are described here? How are these characteristics 
similar to, or different from, those of leaders outside the church?




• Church leaders fulfill many roles, not least of all nourishment, 
protection, and correction. First, identify these in Psalm 23. Next, 
explain where each of these are present in church life. Are any of 
these three lacking?


Good Leadership is Temporary 

• Peter addresses not only elders but also young men. Why might he 
do this?


• The Regent Honeyeater bird was once abundant in south-eastern 
Australia; now only about 300 remain in the world. There are not 
enough older males to teach young Honeyeaters to sing their mating 
song, which makes it difficult for young males to mate. In what ways 
do you have the responsibility to teach younger generations their 
song?


