
1 Peter 
3 : 18-22 

“The Baptist Church of Franklin exists to make more and better followers of Jesus 
Christ.” — BCF Membership Binder 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. —Galatians 5:22-23a 

OBSERVE 

The reformer Martin Luther wrote in his commentary on 1 Peter, “A 
wonderful text is this, and a more obscure passage perhaps than any 
other in the New Testament, so that I do not know for a certainty just 
what Peter means.” (emphasis added)

Given the difficulty of our text, let’s put our study aids to work. Using 
your study bible, commentary, or other resources, make some notes 
about common interpretations of the following ideas in the text.


• spirits in prison


• baptism now saves you




REFLECT and OBEY 

• With which of these various interpretations do you support? What 
lead you to that decision? What do you do in cases where you are 
unsure about the meaning of a particular text?


• In this week’s message, it was suggested that Peter’s overall point is 
that Christians should be willing do to God’s will no matter what the 
consequences (see v.17) since Jesus is on the throne with all other 
powers and authorities under him (see v.22). How are these two 
ideas connected? What about Jesus’ supreme authority makes it 
possible for Christians to suffer in doing God’s will?


• Explain your view of baptism. How does Peter’s explanation of 
baptism compare with your own view, or with other views?


