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“The Baptist Church of Franklin exists to make more and better followers of Jesus
Christ.” — BCF Membership Binder

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. —Galatians 5:22-23a

OBSERVE

In this message, it was suggested that God never intended for one
human being to own another as property. Yet the Bible seems to send
mixed messages about slavery.

- What in the Bible seems to support slavery? What in the Bible
seems to condemn it?

- How does the “whole arc of scripture” (the story of the Bible from
start to finish) inform these particular texts?



- How does the particular social and cultural context of first-century
Rome affect the way Peter writes about slavery?

REFLECT and OBEY

1. While Christians may always stand up for what’s right, there are
some things we simply won’t be able to change. What’s a time
that you felt trapped in a situation you couldn’t change? How can
the example of Jesus help us in these times?

2. The man known today as St. Patrick was a former slave, who then
returned to his former captors to preach the gospel. How does
Patrick’s story illustrate the truths found in 1 Peter 2:18-25.

3. For many years, the Bible was used to defend slavery in the United
States. Would you agree with this approach? Why or why not?



